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TEXTE

Introduction
Between 2015 and 2023, Chile under took three ambi tious and
markedly different attempts to replace the 1980 Consti tu tion enacted
under Augusto Pinochet’s dictat or ship. These processes—the
parti cip atory initi ative launched by Pres ident Michelle Bachelet
(2015-2016), the Consti tu tional Conven tion (2021-2022), and the
Consti tu tional Council (2023)—consti tuted a sequence of demo cratic
exper i ments through which Chile tested new ways of designing,
organ izing, and legit im izing constitution- making.

1

This recent decade of Chilean consti tu tional politics has been
described as a “consti tu tional labor atory“, a setting in which diverse
models of parti cip a tion and repres ent a tion were explored in
rapid succession. 1 Scholars such as Jorge Contesse, 2

Natalia Morales- Cerda, 3 Tania Busch, 4 and Yanira Zúñiga together
with Verónica Undurraga, 5 have emphas ized that these exper i ences
cannot be under stood merely as isol ated legal or polit ical epis odes.
Rather, they should be seen as ongoing social exper i ments that
prompted the Chilean polit ical community to confront funda mental
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ques tions about who counts as part of the consti tu tional demos, who
is entitled to speak, and under what condi tions demo cracy itself is
considered legit imate. This exper i ment a tion was partic u larly
signi ficant in a country where, since the demo cratic trans ition
of 1990, the insti tu tional frame work inher ited from the dictat or ship
had long limited citizens’ oppor tun ities to parti cipate mean ing fully in
debates over consti tu tional change.

This article takes these ques tions as its starting point. It does not
seek to explain why Chile failed to enact a new consti tu tion, nor does
it eval uate the tech nical merits of the proposed consti tu tional texts.
Instead, it focuses on the processes them selves as sites of demo cratic
trans form a tion. It argues that Chile’s recent consti tu tional
exper i ences recon figured in a deep and lasting way who is recog nized
as a legit imate subject of consti tu tional delib er a tion, expanding the
consti tu tional demos beyond tradi tional forms of
polit ical representation.

3

Central to this trans form a tion are two elements that struc ture the
analysis developed in this article. First, the incor por a tion of gender as
a demo cratic criterion—most visibly through gender parity—which
evolved from a mech anism of inclu sion into a struc tural standard of
demo cratic legit imacy in constitution- making. 6 Second, the
emer gence of new patterns of territ orial and social mobil iz a tion that
reshaped expect a tions regarding parti cip a tion in constitution- 
making processes. 7 Territ orial and social mobil iz a tion shapes
constitution- making processes not only by gener ating demands for
insti tu tional reform but by rede fining the polit ical geometry of
consti tu tional moments, altering who is considered a legit imate
parti cipant in consti tu tional delib er a tion and how parti cip a tion is
insti tu tion ally organized. 8

4

By tracing how parti cip a tion, repres ent a tion, and inclu sion were
success ively recon figured across these three consti tu tional moments,
this article shows how Chilean consti tu tional demo cracy has been
reshaped not through insti tu tional closure, but through an open and
conflictive redefin i tion of its demo cratic bound aries. The article
develops a situ ated analytic narrative of Chile’s consti tu tional
processes between 2015 and 2023. It is not conceived as a
compar ative study nor as a general theory of consti tu tion alism, but
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as a context- sensitive account that seeks to inter pret how
demo cratic mean ings are produced through constitution- making
prac tices. The analysis draws on a combin a tion of insti tu tional
recon struc tion, norm ative inter pret a tion, and qual it ative evid ence.
One of the authors parti cip ated directly in the 2021-2022
Consti tu tional Conven tion as a legal advisor and later served as a
member of the Expert Commis sion during the 2023 process. The
second author has conducted long- term research on constituent
processes in Chile and, within that frame work, carried out qual it ative
inter views with women members of the Consti tu tional Conven tion.
This dual posi tion ality provides access to delib er ative dynamics,
insti tu tional prac tices, and actors’ exper i ences that are often absent
from external accounts, while also requiring reflexive aware ness of
the limits of insider perspectives.

The remainder of the article proceeds as follows. Section I intro duces
the inter pretive lens of Chile as a “consti tu tional labor atory”,
clari fying how the notion of demo cratic exper i ment a tion helps to
fore ground shifting stand ards of legit imacy in constitution- making.
Section II exam ines the three constitution- making epis odes that are
best under stood as successive moments of a broader consti tu tional
cycle unfolding in Chile between 2015 and 2023. Building on this
account, Section III analyses gender parity and feminist
consti tu tion alism as a trans form a tion in demo cratic legit imacy,
focusing on parity, feminist plur alism, and back lash. Section IV
exam ines how territ orial and social mobil iz a tion reshaped
parti cip atory expect a tions and recon figured the rela tion ship between
repres ent a tion and parti cip a tion in constitution- making. The
conclu sion then returns to the article’s central argu ment, reflecting
on how these processes expanded and contested the demo cratic
bound aries of consti tu tional legit imacy in Chile.

6

I. Chile as a Consti tu ‐
tional Laboratory
This article reads Chile’s recent consti tu tional processes as
successive demo cratic exper i ments rather than as isol ated attempts
at consti tu tional reform. Drawing on Domingo Lovera’s
char ac ter iz a tion of Chile as a “consti tu tional laboratory”, 9 the three
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processes can be under stood as distinct insti tu tional config ur a tions
through which different combin a tions of parti cip a tion,
repres ent a tion, and insti tu tional control were tested. The labor atory
meta phor high lights not only the exper i mental char acter of these
processes—marked by insti tu tional innov a tion, trial, and adjust ment—
but also the exist ence of organ ized frame works within which specific
mech an isms and design choices were delib er ately assembled in
pursuit of consti tu tional change. In this sense, Chile offers a
paradig matic case of contem porary constitution- making not because
it success fully produced a new consti tu tional text, but because it
system at ic ally explored altern ative ways of struc turing demo cratic
legit imacy through varying insti tu tional designs.

The notion of a “labor atory” also implies an organ ized struc ture
within which exper i ment a tion takes place. While these processes
involved insti tu tional innov a tion, adjust ment, and learning, they did
not unfold as a linear progres sion toward a prede ter mined outcome.
Rather, they were open, conflictive, and contin gent exper i ments
carried out within insti tu tional frame works that combined different
mech an isms and design choices under varying polit ical condi tions. As
the analysis of the following section will illus trate, each process
redefined the bound aries of the consti tu tional demos in distinct
ways: from the parti cip atory emphasis of the Bachelet initi ative, to
the expansive inclus ive ness of the Consti tu tional Conven tion, and
finally to the more constrained and expert- driven archi tec ture of the
Consti tu tional Council. These shifts did not replace one another
cumu lat ively; instead, they formed what Tania Busch has described as
a consti tu tional pendulum, oscil lating between moments of
demo cratic expan sion and phases of insti tu tional retrenchment. 10

8

This labor atory perspective becomes partic u larly illu min ating when
examined through the two analyt ical dimen sions that struc ture this
article. First, the incor por a tion of gender as a demo cratic criterion
evolved across the three processes in ways that reveal chan ging
expect a tions about demo cratic legit imacy. Gender consid er a tions
played only a marginal role in the early parti cip atory initi ative, but
gained insti tu tional cent rality during the Consti tu tional Conven tion,
where parity rules and gender- sensitive delib er a tion reshaped both
repres ent a tion and agenda- setting. 11 In the subsequent process,
although gender was no longer the organ izing axis of insti tu tional
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design, parity persisted as a baseline demo cratic require ment, less a
contested innov a tion than a minimum standard whose absence
would have been polit ic ally diffi cult to justify. In this sense, gender
moved from being an external demand to becoming part of the
emer ging common sense of demo cratic constitution- making.

Second, the evolving rela tion ship between territ orial dynamics and
constitution- making shaped how parti cip a tion was insti tu tion ally
imagined and organ ized across the three processes. Rather than
remaining a stable proced ural feature, parti cip a tion was configured
differ ently in each consti tu tional moment: initially artic u lated
through insti tu tional chan nels that sought to incor porate citizen
delib er a tion, later driven more force fully by territ ori ally rooted social
mobil iz a tions that pushed parti cip a tion to the centre of
consti tu tional debate, and subsequently reframed within a more
controlled insti tu tional design that limited the scope of parti cip atory
influ ence. These shifts did not elim inate parti cip atory expect a tions
but redefined how, and through which insti tu tional mech an isms,
parti cip a tion could be expressed and recog nized as
demo crat ic ally legitimate.

10

Reading these processes as demo cratic exper i ments allows us to
move beyond narrat ives that focus primarily on whether a
consti tu tional text was ulti mately adopted, and instead to examine
how the Chilean constitution- making trajectory of the past decade
reshaped the condi tions of demo cratic legit imacy. What matters,
from this perspective, is not simply whether a new consti tu tion was
enacted, but how each process recon figured the spaces of
consti tu tional delib er a tion: who was able to parti cipate, how
different voices were recog nized, and which demo cratic stand ards
came to be considered legit imate. The labor atory lens thus redir ects
atten tion from consti tu tional texts to constitution- making prac tices,
high lighting their ongoing recon fig ur a tion through chan ging
insti tu tional designs and parti cip atory mechanisms.

11

This inter pretive frame work provides the bridge to the analysis that
follows. The next section exam ines three consti tu tional moments in
which the consti tu tional demos was expanded, contested, and
partially redefined, showing how gender, parti cip a tion, and inclu sion
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became central to contem porary under stand ings of demo cratic
legit imacy in Chile.

II. Chile’s Consti tu tional Cycle

2.1. The Bachelet Process (2015-2016)

The consti tu tional initi ative launched under Pres ident Michelle
Bachelet between 2015 and 2016 marked the first contem porary
attempt in Chile to expand constitution- making parti cip a tion beyond
tradi tional polit ical insti tu tions. The initi ative, called the
Constitution- Making Process Open to Citizens (Proceso
Constituy ente Abierto a la Ciudadanía), was designed as a nation wide
parti cip atory sequence that combined civic educa tion, local
delib er a tion, and the system at iz a tion of citizen inputs into a formal
consti tu tional proposal. 12

13

The process began with a national civic educa tion phase aimed at
famil i ar izing citizens with consti tu tional prin ciples and insti tu tional
struc tures. This stage was followed by thou sands of Local Self- 
Convened Meet ings (Encuen tros Locales Autoconvocados), organ ized
in schools, community centres, work places, and private homes across
the country. In these small delib er ative forums, parti cipants
discussed consti tu tional values, insti tu tional prior ities, and rights
frame works, produ cing struc tured reports that were subsequently
aggreg ated at provin cial and regional levels. The results were later
compiled by a Citizens’ Council of Observers into the Citizen Bases
Report, which served as the parti cip atory found a tion for the
consti tu tional draft even tu ally submitted to Congress in 2018. 13

14

Although the initi ative remained insti tu tion ally controlled by the
exec utive branch and did not culminate in legis lative debate, its
demo cratic signi fic ance lies in the parti cip atory expect a tions it
gener ated. For the first time in the post- authoritarian period,
constitution- making was publicly framed as a collective delib er ative
exer cise rather than an exclus ively elite- driven nego ti ation.
Territ orial forums and decent ral ized delib er a tion intro duced new
parti cip atory reper toires that would later shape the social demands
surrounding the subsequent consti tu tional processes. At the same
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time, gender consid er a tions did not yet play a struc turing role in the
insti tu tional design of parti cip a tion, illus trating that the
incor por a tion of gender as a demo cratic legit imacy criterion had not
yet become an estab lished expectation. 14 The Bachelet process thus
inaug ur ated a parti cip atory horizon that subsequent consti tu tional
exper i ments would both expand and transform.

2.2. The Consti tu tional Conven ‐
tion (2021-2022)
The Consti tu tional Conven tion that followed the 2019 social uprising
repres ented the most ambi tious attempt to recon figure constitution- 
making in Chile’s recent history. After weeks of nation wide
demon stra tions demanding dignity, equality, and struc tural reform,
polit ical parties nego ti ated the Agree ment for Social Peace and a New
Consti tu tion, which led to the 2020 plebis cite author izing the
drafting of a new consti tu tion by a fully elected consti tu tional body. 15

Nearly 80 %of voters supported consti tu tional replace ment, and 79 %
chose a Consti tu tional Conven tion as the drafting mechanism. 16

16

Elected in 2021, the Conven tion consisted of 155 members and
became the first constitution- making body in the world to operate
under a rule of full gender parity. Elect oral rules required altern ating
male and female candid ates on party lists, and a corrective
mech anism adjusted results to ensure gender balance, resulting in a
final compos i tion of 77 women and 78 men. The Conven tion also
included 17 reserved seats for Indi genous peoples and intro duced
access ib ility rules requiring that candidate lists include at least 5 % of
persons with disabilities. 17 Although the latter mech anism produced
limited descriptive repres ent a tion—only one person with a disab ility
ulti mately became a member of the Conven tion—these insti tu tional
arrange ments collect ively expanded the repres ent a tional scope of the
constitution- making process.

17

The Conven tion’s work unfolded through them atic commissions, 18

extensive public hear ings, and parti cip atory mech an isms such as
popular initi at ives of norms, enabling civil society organ iz a tions and
citizens to intro duce proposals for consti tu tional deliberation. 19 The
resulting draft consti tu tion declared Chile a social and demo cratic
state of rights, recog nized plur in a tion ality, strengthened gender

18
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equality guar an tees, and incor por ated commit ments to ecolo gical
protec tion and territ orial decentralization. 20 Despite the proposal’s
rejec tion in the September 2022 plebis cite, the Conven tion’s
insti tu tional design signi fic antly reshaped demo cratic legit imacy
expect a tions. Gender parity became a defining criterion of
repres ent ative legit imacy, while the strong pres ence of territ orial and
social mobil iz a tion embedded parti cip atory expect a tions that would
continue to influ ence subsequent consti tu tional processes.

2.3. The Consti tu tional Council (2023)
Following the rejec tion of the 2022 proposal, Chile initi ated a new
consti tu tional process under a more tightly struc tured insti tu tional
frame work nego ti ated by Congress. The 2023 process was organ ized
around three bodies: a Commis sion of Experts appointed by Congress
to prepare a prelim inary draft, an elected Consti tu tional Council
tasked with revising the proposal, and a Tech nical Committee for
Admiss ib ility respons ible for ensuring compli ance with twelve pre- 
established consti tu tional principles. 21 This insti tu tional archi tec ture
reflected a delib erate effort to intro duce greater proced ural control
and reduce the level of insti tu tional uncer tainty that had
char ac ter ized the previous process. 22

19

While the Consti tu tional Council preserved gender parity—composed
of 25 women and 25 men—it substan tially reduced Indi genous
repres ent a tion to a single reserved seat and limited parti cip atory
chan nels compared with the Conven tion. The Council, polit ic ally
domin ated by conser vative parties, produced a draft that emphas ized
insti tu tional order, prop erty rights protec tions, and a more limited
concep tion of state intervention. 23 In December 2023, the proposal
was rejected in a national plebis cite by 55 % of voters. 24

20

Despite the contrac tion of parti cip atory mech an isms, the persist ence
of parity rules illus trates the degree to which gender had become
embedded as a baseline expect a tion of demo cratic legit imacy in
constitution- making. At the same time, although territ orial and social
mobil iz a tion played a less central insti tu tional role in shaping the
process, the parti cip atory expect a tions gener ated during earlier
consti tu tional moments continued to frame public debates regarding
the legit imacy of consti tu tional change. Taken together, the three
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processes reveal not a linear trajectory but a sequence of differ ently
configured insti tu tional exper i ments through which the bound aries
of the consti tu tional demos were repeatedly nego ti ated
and redefined.

III. Gender and Demo ‐
cratic Legitimacy
The Chilean consti tu tional processes consti tute both a global
mile stone and a revealing lesson about the limits of demo cratic
inclu sion. The intro duc tion of gender parity trans formed who could
parti cipate in constitution- making, while simul tan eously exposing
the depth of struc tural inequal ities embedded in polit ical insti tu tions
and polit ical culture. More import antly, parity did not remain a mere
mech anism of descriptive repres ent a tion; it progress ively evolved
into a criterion through which demo cratic legit imacy itself came to
be evaluated.

22

First, parity oper ated as a prin ciple of demo cratic legit imacy. For the
first time in Chilean consti tu tional history, women parti cip ated in
constitution- making on equal insti tu tional footing with men, not as a
contin gent outcome of elect oral compet i tion but as a struc tural
require ment of insti tu tional design. This trans form a tion reshaped
consti tu tional delib er a tion by altering who could speak, which
exper i ences were recog nized as consti tu tion ally relevant, and how
consti tu tional agendas were defined. As a result, parity began to
func tion less as an inclu sion policy and more as a norm ative
bench mark against which the legit imacy of constitution- making
processes would be assessed. 25 In the Chilean context, the
expect a tion that a constituent body should be gender- balanced
quickly became polit ic ally natur al ized, rendering the prospect of a
non- parity consti tu tion increas ingly diffi cult to justify. As scholars
such as Yanira Zúñiga Añazco and Verónica Undur raga Valdés have
argued, parity has become embedded in Chile’s demo cratic
expect a tions, influ en cing legal frame works, polit ical discourse, and
public under stand ings of equality. Even without consti tu tional
adop tion, the Conven tion succeeded in consti tu tion al izing a powerful
demo cratic prin ciple: demo cracy without women is no longer
perceived as fully democratic. 26
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Second, the Conven tion revealed the emer gence of a plural feminist
consti tu tion alism. The pres ence of diverse feminist tradi tions—
including liberal, radical, Indi genous, ecofem inist, and grass roots
perspect ives—enriched consti tu tional debate while also gener ating
tensions between competing norm ative visions, such as those
between universal equality and collective autonomy, or between
indi vidual rights and community- based claims. 27 Rather than
weak ening the process, these tensions reflected the rich ness of
feminist consti tu tional engage ment, demon strating that gender
parity does not produce a single ideo lo gical outcome but opens the
insti tu tional space for competing feminist perspect ives to shape
public law. 28

24

Third, the Chilean exper i ence also illus trates the coex ist ence of
insti tu tional trans form a tion and polit ical back lash. Conser vative
sectors frequently portrayed parity and feminist consti tu tional
proposals as excessive or ideo lo gical, actively mobil izing this
language to frame the process as exclu sionary, radical, or
discon nected from broader soci etal concerns. 29 This discursive
strategy contrib uted to the politi ciz a tion of gender equality and
helped struc ture a polar ized public debate around the legit imacy of
the Conven tion itself.

25

IV. Territ orial Mobil iz a tion
and Participation
Along side the insti tu tion al iz a tion of gender parity, Chile’s
consti tu tional processes were profoundly shaped by chan ging
patterns of territ orial and social mobil iz a tion that reshaped
expect a tions regarding parti cip a tion in constitution- making. The
consti tu tional cycle initi ated in the mid-2010s unfolded in a polit ical
context marked by the increasing prom in ence of territ ori ally rooted
move ments, regional demands for decent ral iz a tion, and local forms
of collective organ iz a tion that chal lenged tradi tion ally cent ral ized
models of polit ical representation. 30 These mobil iz a tions did not
merely generate claims for policy change; they trans formed how
parti cip a tion itself was imagined and insti tu tion al ized within
constitution- making processes.
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Early parti cip atory mech an isms, such as the local delib er ative forums
organ ized during the Bachelet initi ative, intro duced decent ral ized
spaces of consti tu tional discus sion but remained largely embedded
within insti tu tional frame works designed from above. In contrast, the
social uprising of 2019 and the territ orial mobil iz a tions that preceded
it signi fic antly altered the polit ical condi tions of constitution- making.
Local assem blies, regional move ments, and community- based
organ iz a tions became central actors in shaping the consti tu tional
agenda, pushing parti cip atory expect a tions beyond consultative
mech an isms toward more direct forms of citizen involve ment in
delib er ative processes. These dynamics contrib uted to the adop tion
of parti cip atory tools within the Consti tu tional Conven tion, including
public hearings, 31 citizen initi at ives of consti tu tional norms, 32

territ orial dialogues, and the insti tu tion al iz a tion of monthly
territ orial weeks, during which Conven tion members returned to
their districts to hold meet ings, gather citizen input, and report back
to local communities. 33 Although the limited dura tion of these
territ orial periods constrained their full poten tial, they nonethe less
rein forced an emer ging expect a tion that consti tu tional
repres ent at ives should remain in continuous inter ac tion with
their constituencies.

27

These prac tices also reshaped the meaning of repres ent a tion itself.
For many Conven tion members, territ orial visits and local encoun ters
trans formed repres ent a tion into a rela tional and socially embedded
prac tice, in which repres ent at ives sought not only to speak for voters
but to embody the exper i ences, demands, and histories of partic ular
communities and social groups. The rela tion ship between
repres ent ative and repres ented thus became increas ingly
person al ized and multi- layered, shaped simul tan eously by territ orial
constitu en cies, social move ments, them atic causes, and broader
claims to represent “the people”. In this way, territ orial engage ment
did not merely expand parti cip atory chan nels; it contrib uted to
rede fining who could legit im ately claim repres ent a tion and how
repres ent a tion itself was constructed within the constitution- 
making process.

28

Although the subsequent Consti tu tional Council oper ated under a
more controlled insti tu tional design, 34 the parti cip atory expect a tions
gener ated during earlier phases of mobil iz a tion did not disap pear.
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Instead, they continued to inform public debates about the
legit imacy of constitution- making proced ures, illus trating how
mobil iz a tion can reshape demo cratic stand ards even when
insti tu tional arrange ments become more restrictive. In this sense, the
Chilean exper i ence demon strates that the expan sion of the
consti tu tional demos is not driven solely by insti tu tional engin eering
but also by broader trans form a tions in the social and territ orial
organ iz a tion of polit ical parti cip a tion. Territ orial mobil iz a tion does
not simply demand inclu sion; it redefines who must be included and
through which insti tu tional mech an isms parti cip a tion is recog nized
as demo crat ic ally legitimate.

Taken together, the inter ac tion between insti tu tional innov a tion and
territ orial mobil iz a tion reveals that constitution- making legit imacy in
contem porary demo cra cies is increas ingly shaped by parti cip atory
expect a tions that extend beyond tradi tional repres ent ative
frame works. The Chilean case shows how these expect a tions, once
activ ated through sustained social mobil iz a tion, can persist across
successive consti tu tional processes, rede fining the demo cratic
para meters within which consti tu tional change is debated
and evaluated.

30

Conclu sion: An Ongoing Consti ‐
tu tional Conversation
After a decade of intense debate, three national refer en dums, and
three ambi tious consti tu tional efforts, Chile continues to be
governed by the 1980 Consti tu tion. Yet the country that emerges
from this consti tu tional cycle is not the same. The successive
processes analysed in this article reveal that constitution- making
should not be under stood solely through the lens of insti tu tional
outcomes. Even in the absence of a new consti tu tional text, the
demo cratic para meters within which consti tu tional change is
imagined and contested have been profoundly transformed.

31

Across these consti tu tional moments, the bound aries of the
consti tu tional demos were repeatedly expanded, contested, and
rene go ti ated. The insti tu tion al iz a tion of gender parity reshaped
expect a tions regarding demo cratic legit imacy, estab lishing gender- 
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require ment of constitution- making. At the same time, territ orial and
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society. Together, these devel op ments contrib uted to rede fining who
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RÉSUMÉS

Français
Cet article analyse le cycle consti tu tionnel chilien entre 2015 et 2023
comme une succes sion d’expé ri men ta tions démo cra tiques ayant
profon dé ment recon fi guré les contours du demos consti tu tionnel. À travers
trois processus distincts – l’initia tive parti ci pa tive de Bachelet, la
Conven tion consti tu tion nelle et le Conseil consti tu tionnel – les auteures
montrent comment les critères de légi ti mité démo cra tique ont évolué.
L’étude met parti cu liè re ment l’accent sur deux dyna miques majeures :
l’insti tu tion na li sa tion de la parité de genre comme stan dard struc turel de
légi ti mité démo cra tique, et l’émer gence de nouvelles formes de
mobi li sa tion terri to riale et sociale redé fi nis sant les attentes parti ci pa tives.
Au- delà de l’échec de l’adop tion d’un nouveau texte consti tu tionnel, le cas
chilien révèle une trans for ma tion durable des normes démo cra tiques
enca drant les processus consti tuants. L’article soutient ainsi que le
chan ge ment consti tu tionnel peut s’opérer non seule ment par l’adop tion
d’un nouveau texte, mais aussi par la redé fi ni tion progres sive des critères
de parti ci pa tion, de repré sen ta tion et de légi ti mité démocratique.

English
This article exam ines Chile’s consti tu tional cycle between 2015 and 2023 as
a sequence of demo cratic exper i ments that profoundly recon figured the
bound aries of the constitutional demos. Through three distinct
constitution- making processes—Bachelet’s parti cip atory initi ative, the
Consti tu tional Conven tion, and the Consti tu tional Council—the authors
show how stand ards of demo cratic legit imacy evolved over time. The
analysis focuses on two major dynamics: the insti tu tion al iz a tion of gender
parity as a struc tural standard of demo cratic legit imacy, and the emer gence
of new forms of territ orial and social mobil iz a tion that reshaped
parti cip atory expect a tions. Beyond the failure to adopt a new consti tu tional
text, the Chilean case reveals a lasting trans form a tion of the demo cratic
norms governing constitution- making processes. The article argues that
consti tu tional change may occur not only through the enact ment of a new
text, but also through the gradual redefin i tion of parti cip a tion,
repres ent a tion, and demo cratic legit imacy standards.
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