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Introduction
In a relat ively recent model of commu nic a tion, the so- called
incre mental model (Stal naker, 1999), it is assumed that
commu nic a tion mainly tends to reduce the differ ences in the
know ledge of the inter locutors by increasing the common ground
between them, i.e. their stock of shared know ledge. Nonethe less, a
compre hensive defin i tion of know ledge is needed: epistem o logy
focuses on funda mental issues of the nature of know ledge,
tradi tion ally defined as ‘justi fied true beliefs’ (for a selec tion of work
in epistem o logy, see, for example, Bernecker and Dretske, 2000), i.e.
as the consen sual beliefs of an epistemic community. Van Dijk (2003�
86) maintains:

1

Produ cing and compre hending discourse not only involves the
processing of meaning, but presup poses vast amounts of know ledge.
Notions such as topics, global and local coher ence, implic a tion,
presup pos i tion, schem atic struc tures and a host of other prop er ties
of discourse, all require a know ledge component. And not only the
meaning of discourse requires a know ledge component, but also its
forms. […I]t is there fore crucial to under stand how exactly powerful
groups and insti tu tions (such as media, univer sities, and so on)
manage and express their know ledge in public discourse.

A crit ical approach to knowledge 1 is also a study of the rela tions
between know ledge and varied forms of linguistic struc tures implied
in know ledge access ib ility and commu nic a tion. One of these means is
repres ented by the analysis of Inform a tion Struc ture (IS). IS relates
two major func tions of language: as a means to transmit know ledge
and as a vehicle of social and linguistic inter ac tion. Linguistic
research on inform a tion struc ture is based on the assump tion that

2
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natural languages are equipped with formal means of signaling the
basic distinc tion between known and unknown pieces of inform a tion,
and a number of other distinc tions. The study of inform a tion
struc ture is mainly concerned with lexical and propos i tional content
and with the way such content is trans mitted. It is there fore intended
to be a component of grammar, more specific ally of sentence
grammar, i.e. as a determ ining factor in the formal struc turing of
sentences. Thus, IS can be form ally mani fested in aspects of prosody,
in special gram mat ical markers, in the form of syntactic (in partic ular
nominal) constitu ents, in the posi tion and ordering of such
constitu ents in the sentence, in the form of complex gram mat ical
construc tions, and in certain choices between related lexical items.
Consequently, IS inter venes at all meaning- bearing levels of the
gram mat ical system and its analysis can be centered on the
compar ison of semantic ally equi valent but form ally and prag mat ic ally
diver gent sentence pairs, such as active vs. passive, canon ical vs.
topic al ized, canon ical vs. clefted or dislo cated, subject- accented vs.
predicate accented sentences, among others (Lambrecht, 1994� 6).

Despite the relev ance of issues related to IS, research invest ig ating
how inform a tion is struc tured in special ized texts has so far been
largely over looked in favor of a closer exam in a tion of specific
linguistic phenomena occur ring at phrase or discourse/genre level.
Consequently, there has been a dearth of clause- level research. It is
worth mentioning an indi vidual study carried out by Shirley
Carter‐Thomas and Eliza beth Rowley- Jolivet in 2001 who analyzed
the syntactic differ ences char ac ter izing oral and written scientific
discourse and the role played by IS. Nonethe less, a system atic study
leading to gener al iz a tions on how inform a tion is struc tured in
special ized inform ative texts and how know ledge is accessed by
expert and/or lay audi ences is still lacking. Indeed, the present
research is an attempt to bridge the gap between theor et ical
assump tions about IS and their prac tical applic a tions to the syntactic
analysis of special ized texts in the field of health communication.

3

These analyses are also comple mented by an exam in a tion of the
commu nic ative purpose, edit orial strategies, and other text- external
factors of semi- specialized health texts, in order to account for their
socioprag matic, insti tu tional, and discip linary considerations.

4
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The present paper there fore addresses the following research
ques tions (RQs):

5

���How does an inform ative/special ized magazine cope with the different
linguacul tural back grounds of its poten tial audience(s)?

���What are the most prom inent text- internal and text- external features
char ac ter izing health commu nic a tion and emer ging genres of science
popular iz a tion and dissemination?

���In terms of inform a tion struc turing and know ledge access ib ility, have
the canon ical IS features under gone highly or margin ally relevant
changes as a consequence of the Covid- 19 pandemic [and the commu ‐
nic a tion strategies related to it]?

���In terms of frequency and stat ist ical relev ance, what are the most recur ‐
rent IS features and syntactic struc tures of the post pan demic
health communication?

���How do edit orial struc ture, tag distri bu tion, keyword profiles and deictic
patterns char ac terize the rhet or ical and audience- oriented strategies
within public health communication?

In order to address these ques tions, a very prelim inary study has
been carried out on sample data extracted from a corpus (still under
construc tion) of edit or ials and articles published in an online
magazine (https://eurohealthnet- magazine.eu/) specific ally
compiled as part of a larger project invest ig ating know ledge
access ib ility across genres in special ized commu nic a tion set up in
English as a lingua franca (ELF)/EU contexts.

6

The paper is organ ized as follows. In Section 1, a brief intro duc tion to
Euro HealthNet and the central aims on which the PRIN 2022 PNRR
project is grounded precedes an outline of basic concepts pertaining
crit ical genre analysis and health commu nic a tion as well as
descriptive approaches to inform a tion struc turing in special ized
texts. Section 2 is dedic ated to the descrip tion of the data collec tion
and analysis approaches employed in the study, while Section 3
shows the results of a prelim inary study of both text- internal (i.e. via
inform a tion struc turing) and text- external factors (i.e., via tag,
keyness and deictic analysis) within the multiper spective and
multi di men sional frame work provided by crit ical genre analysis
(Bhatia, 2017). Finally, the implic a tions of the present find ings for

7
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future research on popular iz a tion and know ledge access ib ility are
discussed in Section 4.

1. Background

1.1. Over view of the larger study

The present study presents prelim inary find ings from initial analyses
of the uses of ELF to enhance access ib ility and accept ab ility within
the public health messaging. It sits within a larger PRIN 2022 PNRR
study funded by the European Union – Next Gener a tion EU entitled
“Accept ab ility strategies through vari ations of English as a lingua
franca in multi cul tural and multimodal discourse types” (P2022AFTEJ,
CUP D53D2302065 0001) which involves two research teams at the
Univer sities of Salerno and Salento in Italy. The main focus of the
larger study conducted by our research team at the Univer sity of
Salerno is eHealth. At the turn of the century, Gunther Eysen bach
(2001� 1), editor of the Journal of Medical Internet Research, defined
eHealth as “an emer ging field in the inter sec tion of medical
inform atics, public health and busi ness” char ac ter ized by “a
commit ment for networked, global thinking, to improve health care
locally, region ally, and world wide by using inform a tion and
commu nic a tion tech no logy.” Within this ongoing digit al iz a tion
process, which intens i fied with the onset of the Covid- 19 pandemic,
health messaging eman ating from global, supra na tional, national, and
local insti tu tions has carved out a new, crit ical space in our daily
lives. Accord ingly, today, the ubiquitous pres ence of health
recom mend a tions and scientific find ings across media chan nels and
increas ingly on emer ging digital plat forms has become
common place. Seeing as the effective commu nic a tion of health
promo tion inform a tion and services can impact posit ively on health
outcomes, whereas inef fective commu nic a tion can put people’s lives
at risk (Ochieng, 2013), the larger study seeks to contribute to this
crit ical, rapidly evolving phenomenon by casting light on the features
that both char ac terize digital health commu nic a tion and are
neces sary for it to be effective, access ible, and acceptable.

8

To this end, our research unit has begun invest ig ating the strategies
used within the multimodal digital health commu nic a tion of Europe- 

9
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based public health insti tu tions and projects aimed at enhan cing
access to health care services and the dissem in a tion of health- related
inform a tion and expertise. A primary premise of our study is that, for
it to be effective, the commu nic a tion of these public insti tu tions
must be attentive, sens itive, and receptive to the diverse
linguacul tural back grounds and levels of know ledge of special ized
discourses of their hetero gen eous audi ence, which includes but is
not limited to health insti tu tions, health profes sionals, and the
general public. Within the frame work of this larger study, the present
paper focuses on specific aspects, including the analysis of
EuroHealthNet magazine as a primary data source, the explor a tion of
inform a tion struc turing strategies and the applic a tion of crit ical
genre analysis. By examining these elements, this study aims to serve
as a found a tional step toward addressing the broader object ives of
the over arching research project concerning the creation of
access ible, accept able, and effective digital health commu nic a tion by
public health institutions.

1.2. Crit ical genre analysis and
health communication
Genre studies, which encom pass a range of frame works used to
analyze various textual genres within academic, profes sional,
work place, and other insti tu tional contexts, involve analyses that can
range from a detailed linguistic exam in a tion of texts as discursive
products to broader invest ig a tions into the dynamic complex ities of
commu nic ative prac tices in profes sional settings (Bhatia, 2017).
Outsiders to a discourse community may struggle to follow
special ized commu nic a tion, even if they under stand the language
used (Swales, 1990). Of interest in this regard is the char ac ter iz a tion
of profes sional communities as communities of prac tice, which
consist of indi viduals who have a common concern or passion and
seek to improve their abil ities through regular inter ac tion. Lave and
Wenger (1991) describe that the concept of legit imate peri pheral
parti cip a tion serves as a bidirec tional link between the acquis i tion of
know ledge able skill and the devel op ment of iden tity and the
(re)produc tion of these communities. Through a social process
char ac ter ized by increas ingly cent ri petal parti cip a tion, newcomers

10



Shaping knowledge in health communication: Information structure and editorial strategy in
EuroHealthNet magazine

gradu ally become estab lished members, or ‘oldtimers,’ as they gain
legit imate access to the ongoing prac tices of the community. Over
time, newcomers develop a deeper under standing of the prac tice by
enga ging in peri pheral parti cip a tion in the community’s activ ities.
The acquis i tion of know ledge able skill is intrins ic ally tied to assuming
the iden tity of a prac ti tioner and becoming a full parti cipant within
the community. Indeed, Lave and Wenger (1991� 56) main tain that in
any given community of prac tice, “the process of community
repro duc tion – a histor ic ally constructed, ongoing, conflicting,
syner gistic struc turing of activity and rela tions among
prac ti tioners – must be deciphered in order to under stand specific
forms of legit imate peri pheral parti cip a tion through time”.

Another related and pertinent aspect is high lighted by Candlin et al.
(2002), who emphasize that profes sional communities consist of
diverse parti cipants with varying percep tions, beliefs, and posi tions
regarding the community’s goals, member ship criteria, discourses,
texts, and prac tices. They argue that under standing this
hetero gen eity requires a compre hensive analysis of texts and their
condi tions, influ enced by the lived exper i ences and discip linary
iden tities of members. This neces sit ates a shift from purely linguistic
descrip tions of genres to a broader explor a tion of the social and
histor ical contexts influ en cing the produc tion and recep tion of texts,
posing chal lenges for research methodologies.

11

These aspects demon strate chal lenges that, in turn, accen tuate the
import ance of genre know ledge in achieving commu nic ative
effi ciency, as it goes beyond recog nizing linguistic forms to
under standing the concep tual and rhet or ical struc tures estab lished
within discourse communities (Widdowson, 1998). In essence,
commu nic a tion in specific contexts is not just about gram mat ical
accuracy but involves under standing the conven tions and goals of a
partic ular discourse community. This requires know ledge of how
profes sionals concep tu alize and discuss issues to achieve their
object ives. Many signi ficant aspects of genre construc tion and
inter pret a tion in discip linary and profes sional contexts are thus
closely tied to the shared under standing of context. As a result,
context has assumed an increas ingly central role in genre analysis,
rede fining genre as “a config ur a tion of text- internal as well as text- 

12
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external resources, high lighting two kinds of rela tion ships involving
text and context” (Bhatia, 2017� 4).

In response to the afore men tioned chal lenges and to the novel
concep tu al iz a tions of genre, Bhatia (2017) developed a frame work for
genre analysis that emphas izes both inter tex tual rela tion ships
centered primarily on text- internal prop er ties, and inter dis cursive
rela tion ships resulting primarily from text- external factors
concerned with inter ac tions and appro pri ations across genres,
profes sional prac tices, and discip linary cultures. Bhatia (2017� 5) has
argued that there is a dearth of research on inter dis curs ivity – 
defined as “the func tion of appro pri ation of generic resources,
primarily contex tual in nature, focusing on specific rela tion ships
between and across discursive and profes sional prac tices as well as
profes sional cultures” and “more innov ative attempts to create
various forms of hybrid and relat ively novel constructs by
appro pri ating or exploiting estab lished conven tions or resources
asso ci ated with other genres and profes sional prac tices” (Bhatia, 2017�
35), partic u larly within the realm of genre studies. He further
main tained that it is not suffi cient to analyze inter tex tual aspects of
discursive prac tices but “it is more important that we address the
role such discursive prac tices play in the achieve ment of profes sional
actions” (Bhatia, 2017� 5).

13

To fill these gaps, Bhatia (2017) developed a four- level model of
discourse real iz a tion that encom passes his interest and effort in
emphas izing modes of action and thought. In the model, the first
level is discourse as text, which refers to the analysis of surface- level
text- internal prop er ties of discourse or inform a tion struc tures,
which was discussed earlier in this paper, and is not primarily
focused on context. The next level, discourse as genre, is inter ested
in broader concep tu al iz a tions of context not only related to how text
is constructed, but also how it is inter preted and used in partic ular
contexts to obtain specific ends. The third level of discourse
real iz a tion is profes sional prac tice, by which Bhatia (2017) refers to
actions deemed as successful achieve ment of the typical object ives of
a specific profes sional community often studied by means of the
analysis of inter dis cursive exploit a tion of linguistic and other
semi otic resources within socioprag matic space. The fourth level,
profes sional culture, “indic ates that appro priate forms of profes sional

14
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and discip linary iden tities are constructed and played out to ensure
prag matic success of the discursive and profes sional action in
ques tion.” The author concludes that “any theory or frame work that
chooses to under em phasise any of these four aspects of language use
is unlikely to offer a suffi ciently compre hensive and insightful
under standing of a specific genre used as part of a profes sional
activity to achieve specific profes sional, discip linary and insti tu tional
object ives” (Bhatia, 2017� 35).

Thus, crit ical genre analysis (CGA) is a meth od o lo gical approach, as
Bhatia (2017� 9) explains, that “focuses on demys ti fic a tion of
profes sional prac tice through the medium of genres”. It acknow ledges
that members of profes sional communities, while adhering to shared
values and genre conven tions, possess the flex ib ility to incor porate
personal inten tions within these frame works. The primary goal of
CGA is to describe, explain, and account for the discursive
perform ance of profes sionals, emphas izing the import ance of
under standing the under lying motiv a tions and struc tures that shape
profes sional genres and actions. Unlike tradi tional critiques, CGA
does not aim to eval uate but rather to elucidate the conven tional
responses and inter dis cursive beha viors typical of profes sional
communities. CGA distin guishes itself by its objective to unpack the
complex, multiper spective, and multi di men sional nature of
profes sional prac tices by means of a rigorous and objective
integ ra tion of genre analysis with various meth od o lo gical frame works
and multiple perspect ives, for instance, consid ering both the
inten tions of the author and the recep tion by the audi ence. This
multiper spective analysis is crucial for under standing discursive
conven tions in profes sional settings, making CGA a compre hensive
and nuanced approach to studying profes sional communication.

15

1.3. Descriptive approaches to inform a ‐
tion structuring

This study adopts Lambrecht’s (1994) approach to gram mat ical
analysis, in which the func tion of a given lexico gram mat ical struc ture
is not inter preted compos i tion ally, in terms of the mean ings of its
parts, but glob ally, in terms of the formal contrast between the entire

16
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struc ture and semantic ally equi valent altern ative struc tures provided
by the grammar.

Meth od o lo gic ally, the study is an attempt to combine insights from
both formal and func tional approaches to gram mat ical analysis. More
specific ally, the main assump tion is that the rela tion ship between the
internal struc ture of sentences and the extra lin guistic contexts in
which sentences are used as units of propos i tional inform a tion is
governed by rules of sentence grammar in a gram mat ical
component called inform a tion structure or inform a tion packaging:
the “rela tion ship between speaker’s assump tions and the formal
struc ture of the sentence is taken to be governed by rules and
conven tions of sentence grammar, in a gram mat ical component
which I call inform a tion struc ture, using a term intro duced by
Hall iday (1967)” (Lambrecht, 1994� xiii). In other words,

17

“inform a tion struc ture deals with the way the inform a tion conveyed
by the discourse in ques tion is pack aged into inform a tional units
within and between clauses by the enun ci ator (writer or speaker), in
order to satisfy two commu nic ative goals: i) making the inform a tion
conveyed by the discourse easier for the reader/hearer to
under stand; ii) indic ating what the enun ci ator considers to be the
most important or salient items of inform a tion” (Carter- Thomas and
Rowley- Jolivet, 2001� 2).

In order to make inform a tion easier to be accessed and processed,
speakers tend to place at the begin ning of the clause what they are
speaking about, the theme, which usually contains given (or
recov er able) elements that other speakers/inter locutors can easily
identify. New elements of inform a tion concerning this theme will
figure after wards in the rheme.

18

This type of organ iz a tion with given inform a tion first and new
inform a tion second, rein forced by the prin ciple of end- weight and
final focal stress, is considered to be the unmarked option for
organ izing the inform a tion. On the syntactic level, unmarked
inform a tion pack aging arrange ments are often rendered in English by
a Subject + Verb + Object (SVO) struc ture, where the gram mat ical
subject of an active verb provides the them atic anchorage, with the
verb complex and object consti tuting the new or rhem atic part of the

19
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clause. However, this SVO order is not always suffi cient or suit able to
create a coherent text. To respect unmarked inform a tion struc ture,
the speakers may use a different syntactic arrange ment. They may
also choose to delib er ately reverse the usual inform a tion pack aging
arrange ments in order to give certain elements of inform a tion
partic ular sali ence or focus 2.

Even though the defin i tion of inform a tion struc ture is not one on
which scholars unan im ously agree depending on the different topics
and related termin o logy adopted, two more general approaches have
emerged (Arnold et al., 2013� 2): the former stresses the import ance of
back ground/known inform a tion shared by two speakers compared
with the new inform a tional load/content to be conveyed (expressed
by the dicho tomy given/new); the latter reflects the distinc tion
between the topic (i.e. inform a tion that is back grounded or assumed)
and the focus (i.e. inform a tion that is high lighted or focused). Broadly
speaking, these binary approaches have received consid er able
atten tion within theor et ical linguistics, where researchers argue for
different types of information- structural divi sions (e.g. topic- 
comment; topic- focus; rheme- theme), as well as gradient
repres ent a tions of inform a tion status along a continuum such as
sali ence, prom in ence, or access ib ility in the frame work of func tional
linguistics (see also Givón, 1983, who char ac ter izes inform a tion along
a continuum of topic ality that is very similar to what other
researchers call ‘access ib ility’). There fore, both models seem to be
effect ively congenial to the purposes of the present study and
reas on ably repres ent ative of its theor et ical back ground. The
following sections will briefly touch on the linguistic as well as the
contex tual features which have been the main foci of the
present study.

20

1.3.1. Text- internal factors

Previous indi vidual studies (for a complete over view of past liter ature
see Arnold et al., 2013) on inform a tion struc ture have been so far
espe cially concerned with how it relates to four linguistic
phenomena: 1) refer en tial form, i.e. how people refer to entities in the
world which is determ ined by the sali ence, or access ib ility of a
referent in a given context and access ible when they are topical in
the recent discourse and mentioned in syntactic ally prom inent

21
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posi tions like the subject posi tion; 2) morpho lo gical marking to
indicate gram mat ical roles (including noun/verb morpho logy and
focus particles like also, merely, even and only); 3) word order or
constituent order by means of different construc tions, following the
universal gener al iz a tion that given or more access ible inform a tion
precedes new or less access ible inform a tion, namely a. Active: The cat
swiped the dog on the nose. b. Passive: The dog was swiped on the nose
by the cat. c. Heavy- NP-shifted: The cat swiped on the nose the dog
that had frightened it. d. Topicalization: The DOG the cat swiped on the
nose, while the ferret got away. d. Prepos i tional Dative: The cat gave a
warning to the dog. e. Double object Dative: The cat gave the dog
a warning. f. Cleft construc tions (including three main types: IT- 
clefts, Pseudo- clefts, ordinary WH clefts (WH)/reverse WH
clefts (RWH): It was the dog that the cat swiped on the nose; 4)
inversion or fronting (In a language such as English in which the
SV(O) sequence is the canon ical (or unmarked) word order), the
reversal of this sequence has tradi tion ally been referred to by the
name of inver sion triggered by some element other than the subject
being placed in clause initial posi tion; 5) the existential there
construc tion whose commu nic ative func tion is to intro duce a brand- 
new referent into the discourse and to make it cognit ively access ible
even as the theme of the subsequent clause. Noun groups in scientific
research articles are often heavily pre- or post mod i fied. Placing the
noun group in rhem atic posi tion, thanks to the existential there
construc tion, avoids over loading the clausal theme, thus respecting
the prin ciple of end- weight; 6) prosody in oral discourse (which is not
the subject of the present paper). In partic ular, features 3c, 3f and 5
were taken into account for the present study.

1.3.2. Text- external factors

In the study of genre analysis, partic u larly within the frame work of
CGA, text- external factors are pivotal in shaping the construc tion,
inter pret a tion and use of genres. These factors, which include
discursive prac tices, profes sional prac tices, and profes sional cultures,
provide essen tial context that influ ences how genres are under stood
and employed within specific profes sional communities (Bhatia,
2004). Discursive prac tices encom pass the norms and conven tions of
language use within a partic ular community, while profes sional
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prac tices refer to the stand ard ized proced ures and routines that
define profes sional beha vior. Profes sional cultures refer to the
broader values, beliefs, and norms that char ac terize a profes sional
community. Research by Swales (1990) and Bazerman (1994)
under scores the import ance of these external elements, high lighting
how they constrain and enable inter dis curs ivity – the blending and
borrowing of elements across different genres – within a given
profes sional context. For instance, Hyland (2000) discusses how
academic genres are shaped by the inter ac tion between discip linary
conven tions and insti tu tional expect a tions, demon strating that an
under standing of these external factors is essen tial for a
compre hensive analysis of genre. Simil arly, studies by Fair clough
(1992) and van Dijk (2009) illus trate how power dynamics and social
struc tures external to the text influ ence genre conven tions and their
recep tion. Thus, incor por ating an aware ness of text- external
semi otic resources provides a more nuanced under standing of genre
as a socially situ ated phenomenon, and reveals the complex inter play
between textual features and the broader
sociopro fes sional landscape.

Text- external factors include a wide array of social, cultural,
insti tu tional, and histor ical elements that shape the construc tion,
inter pret a tion, and usage of texts. Swales (1990) emphas ized the
import ance of under standing the discourse community and its
shared goals and values as crit ical text- external factors that shape
genre conven tions. Bhatia (1993) further elab or ated on the
signi fic ance of profes sional prac tices and organ iz a tional norms,
arguing that genre analysis must account for the specific profes sional
context in which a text is situ ated. This perspective aligns with the
work of Bazerman (1994), which stressed the histor ical and social
dimen sions of genre, emphas izing how genres evolve in response to
chan ging soci etal needs and expect a tions. More recently, researchers
like Askehave and Swales (2001) and Devitt (2004) have expanded the
focus to include the inter re la tion ship between genre and broader
soci opol it ical and economic contexts, suggesting that genre analysis
must consider the power dynamics and ideo lo gical influ ences that
pervade profes sional and insti tu tional settings. CGA, as discussed by
Bhatia (2004), incor por ates these text- external factors to offer a
multiper spective analysis, aiming to demys tify the discursive
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prac tices within specific discip linary communities. By integ rating
these external influ ences, CGA seeks to provide a compre hensive
under standing of genre as a socially situ ated and contex tu ally bound
phenomenon, thereby offering a richer and more nuanced
inter pret a tion of profes sional communication.

2. The present study – Methods
Drawing on the notions of IS and CGA intro duced above, the study
compares and invest ig ates two written scientific/inform ative
genres – namely articles and edit or ials published in an online
magazine covering different health- related domains – of selected
issues of the EuroHealthNet magazine.

24

2.1. Materials

Euro HealthNet is a not- for-profit part ner ship comprising
organ iz a tions, insti tutes, and author ities dedic ated to public health,
disease preven tion, health promo tion, and redu cing health
inequal ities. The mission of Euro HealthNet is to contribute to
building a sustain able, fair, and inclusive Europe through healthier
communities and to address health dispar ities within and between
European states. Their vision is to create a society where all citizens
can enjoy their funda mental right to the highest attain able standard
of health, regard less of race, reli gion, gender, or
socioeco nomic status.

25

Euro HealthNet publishes an online magazine bian nu ally, which is
dissem in ated to over 12,000 profes sionals via email and social media
plat forms. The aim of the magazine, as listed on the website, is “to
inspire profes sionals working in health promo tion, tack ling
inequal ities, or other related fields” by high lighting “the most
inter esting projects and devel op ments in the field of health equity,
public health, and health promo tion from within the part ner ship and
beyond.” Regular content includes detailed reports on active or
recently eval u ated projects, analyses of contem porary issues,
stra tegic approaches, and innov ative ideas driving health promo tion.
Addi tion ally, the magazine features summaries of relevant research,
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public a tions, academic work, and profes sional
devel op ment opportunities.

The present study explores 140 articles included in four teen editions
of Euro HealthNet’s magazine, which are avail able online (https://euro
healthnet- magazine.eu/category/editions/). Two editions were
published yearly from 2017 to 2023. Each issue contained on average
10 articles, with Edition #22 published in December 2023 and Edition
#13 published in July 2019 having the highest repres ent a tion with
12 articles each. The textual content of each of the selected articles,
excluding author names, notes, refer ences and dates, consti tuted a
148,495-word (169,730- token) corpus, named The Euro HealthNet
Magazine (EHN) corpus. This larger corpus was divided into two small
corpora consisting of 126 magazine articles
(133,603 words | 152,709 tokens) and 14 edit or ials (14,891
words | 17,021 tokens). Other inform a tion about and within both
article types, including the titles, visual elements, and other tags
applied, was also collected.
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In order to address the research ques tions outlined in the
intro duc tion, two subcor pora were constructed for each text type
(edit or ials and articles) based on magazine issues published during
the pre- Covid-19 period (issues 9 to 14, 2017-2019) and the post- 
Covid-19 period (issues 15 to 22, 2020-2023).
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2.2. Procedure

2.2.1 Data annota tion and tag extraction

To invest igate the IS of the texts selected from the corpus, given the
different size of the subcor pora, all the data were first normal ized on
a 1000 basis to make them easily compar able according to the
following procedure: the frequen cies for each struc tural type were
searched for in each corpus to determine the number of occur rences
of a given feature per one thou sand words, so that the raw frequency
was divided by the total number of words in the corpus section and
the result multi plied by one thousand.
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Moreover, to test the signi ficant differ ence in frequency between the
two corpora of different sizes, the UCREL log- likelihood (LL)

30
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Table 1: Inventory of syntactic features/construc tions and corres ponding VISL

tags selected for the study

Type of construction POS Func ‐
tional Category

Definition

Exist en tial there construc ‐
tions / + NP heaviness

N 
ADV

@>N / @N< 
 
 
ADV @F- SUBJ>

pren om inal/post nom ‐
inal modifier 
 
 
adverbial argu ment /
formal subject

IT-/ WH- 
Cleft constructions

PERS NEU 
 
<rel>

@SUBJ @F<SUBJ> 
 
 
INDP S/P
@ACC>
§TH §§THEME

Formal subject 
 
 
 
Inde pendent pronoun, Sing./Pl.,
accus ative/direct object, theme

wizard (http://corpora.lancs.ac.uk/clmtp/2-stat.php) was used to
determine the sali ency of specific features. The subsec tions of the
corpus were then auto mat ic ally parsed and annot ated by using the
language analysis tools provided by the VISL website (https://edu.visl.
dk/visl/en/parsing/automatic/). More specific ally, the VISL
inter face provides both morpho syn tactic and semantic annota tions
of constituent struc tures by auto mat ic ally assigning tags of
inflec tion, syntactic func tions and constituent dependency 3. The
starting point of the analysis was the list of syntactic features
char ac ter izing a varied constituent order marking different
construc tions and theme- rheme rela tions. Those features were
searched for in the corpus and then mapped onto VISL tags by
analyzing the constituent struc tures of the clauses. Once annot ated,
tags/instances for each feature could be auto mat ic ally extracted
from the corpus with the applic a tion of the AntConc concord ancer
and then manu ally mapped to the corres ponding struc tural patterns
selected for the study to see how IS affects the use of partic ular
marked construc tions, namely cleft construc tions (including three
main types: it-clefts, pseudo- clefts, ordinary WH clefts (WH)/reverse
WH clefts (RWH), existential there construc tions and NP heav i ness
(pren om inal/post nom inal modi fier = @>N / @N<). Table 1 shows the
inventory of syntactic features/construc tions and corres ponding
VISL tags selected for the study.

http://corpora.lancs.ac.uk/clmtp/2-stat.php
https://edu.visl.dk/visl/en/parsing/automatic/
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Constituent order  
 
(Heavy NP- shifted)

<rel> INDP    @SUBJ Inde pendent pronoun

Once the number of occur rences for each feature and subcorpus
were iden ti fied, the results were also matched/compared for text
type and time span under study to test the actual sali ency of IS.
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2.2.2. Prelim inary genre analysis and
text‐external factors

This analyt ical portion of the study, which aimed at begin ning to
scratch the surface of our prelim inary review of the text- external
factors, involved struc ture, tag, keyword, and deictic analysis. Our
rationale for this approach was that these analyses illu minate how
socioprag matic, insti tu tional, and discip linary consid er a tions shape
the content and commu nic ative strategies of the genre. These
methods reveal them atic prior ities, audi ence posi tioning, and
inter dis cursive dynamics, offering insights into how the genre
appro pri ates and integ rates resources to meet the needs of the
magazine’s diverse stake holders in a multidiscip linary context.
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In order to identify the general struc ture of the two genres contained
in the EHN corpus, two subcor pora of edit or ials and articles were
manu ally coded using NVivo 15. Next, we considered tags, seeing as
they offer insights regarding the edit orial prior ities and them atic
focus areas of the editions of the EuroHealthNet magazine
under study.
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Subsequently, keyness analysis was performed to extract keywords,
or words that occur with unusual frequency that aid in “the
under standing of the main concepts, topics or atti tudes discussed in
a text or corpus” (Gabri elatos, 2018). This method involves comparing
the frequency lists of a larger, more general refer ence corpus and a
smaller, more special ized target corpus (in this case, the EHN
corpus). The refer ence corpus used for this study was English
Web 2021 (enTenTen21), which is readily avail able in Sketch
Engine (www.sketchengine.eu), a corpus manager and text analysis
soft ware tool. EnTenTen21, consti tuted by texts collected from the
internet between 2021 and 2022, was used as a refer ence corpus for
the keyness analysis. A list of 20 single- word keywords was

34
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gener ated. Then, enTenTen21 also includes two preloaded subcor pora
useful for our analysis: a subcor pora comprised by EU domain .eu
texts (178,200,834 tokens) – which aligns with the geograph ical
context of the material under study, and a subcor pora comprised by
texts that fall within the topic Health (480,090,118 tokens). These
were also used as refer ence corpora for keyness analysis.

To comple ment the IS pre/post- Covid analyses, this analyt ical phase
also analyzed the two subcor pora of edit or ials and articles
differ en ti ated by time (pre- and post- Covid-19 period). First, keyness
analysis was performed on the pre- Covid subcorpus using Sketch
Engine, with the post- Covid subcorpus as the refer ence. Next,
NVivo’s word‐frequency query with synonyms was used to identify
the main themes of each subcor pora. Since several of the most
frequent words gener ated numerous synonyms, or “similar words”,
for present a tion purposes (Table 6) each synonym set was reduced to
its most salient examples.
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Lastly, as Bhatia (2017) holds,36

[…] there are several iden tities that a profes sional may be required to
nego tiate and give expres sion to simul tan eously in the same piece of
discourse: his profes sional iden tity as a member of a partic ular
discip linary community; organ iz a tional iden tity as a member of a
specific organ iz a tion or insti tu tion; his social iden tity as a valued
member of one or more social groups; and of course his indi vidual
iden tity as indic a tion of his self- expression.

He thus emphas izes how crucial it is to examine the ways in which
discursive prac tices in profes sional organ iz a tions determine and
redefine profes sional, discip linary and organ iz a tional iden tities. To
this end, we also completed a deictic analysis focused on the analysis
of pronoun use. Due to space constraints, this analysis was limited to
a focus on the first- person plural pronoun ‘we’. The concord ance
func tion of Sketch Engine was used to generate a random sample of
10 concord ance lines in which ‘we’ is the key word in context (KWIC).
A close analysis of the output followed to invest igate context- based
deictic posi tioning within EuroHealthNet magazine.
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(1) There [- There] <heur> <DL:med> <idf> <DL:med> <nhead> N S NOM @SUBJ> #4->5

is [be] <DL:med> <DL:med> <mv> V PR 3S @FS-<ACC #5->2

a [a] <indef> ART S @>N #6->7

need [need] <percep- f> <DL:med> <idf> <DL:med> <nhead> N S NOM @<SC #7->5

for [for] <np- close> PRP @N< #8->7

a [a] <indef> ART S @>N #9->10

system [system] <cli> <system> <DL:med> <idf> <DL:med> <nhead> N S NOM @P< #10->8

which [which] <clb> <rel> INDP S @SUBJ> #11->12

gives [give] <v.contact> <DL:med> <DL:med> <mv> <np- close> V PR 3S @FS-N

Figure 1: KWIC list for the node there

3. Results

3.1. Inform a tion Struc turing Results

Example 1 shows a sample of the annota tion process and
corres ponding tags mapped onto existential there- construc tions
extracted from the ARTICLES_2017 parsed subcorpus.

38

Figure 1 shows a sample of existential there- construc tions as the
formal, exist en tial subject of the clause extracted from the AntConc
KWIC list for there (n=120).

39
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Figure 2: Different annota tions for the node what as an inde pendent pronoun

(non- inflecting INDP) and as a determ iner pronoun (inflecting DET)

Table 2: Overall results of normal iz a tion and log- likelihood calculations

WH- Cleft construc tions are exem pli fied in Figure 2 below, extracted
from the AntConc KWIC list for what (n=127) along with the
corres ponding VISL tags.
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Finally, raw (Rf) and norm al ised frequen cies (Nf) of the features under
study were calcu lated to determine the actual sali ency they have in
each subcorpus. Indeed, the signi fic ance test proves to be
partic u larly useful when comparing two or more corpora and
observing trends of specific linguistic features/struc tures along a
given timeline since it can tell us whether the results can be treated
as signi ficant. The higher the LL is, the less likely it is that the result
is a random coin cid ence/occur rence. The LL must be above 3.84 for
the differ ence to be signi ficant at the p < 0.05 level (also called the
95% level or prob ab ility value).
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Table 2 shows the overall results from the normal iz a tion and log- 
likelihood calculations.

42

https://publications-prairial.fr/elad-silda/docannexe/image/1773/img-2.png


Shaping knowledge in health communication: Information structure and editorial strategy in
EuroHealthNet magazine

SOURCE there
constructions 
 
+ heavy NP

IT-/WH- 
Cleft constructions

Constituent order  
 
(THAT+Heavy NP- 
shifted)

Log - 
likelihood 
 
score

Rf Nf Rf Nf Rf Nf %

SUBC_ARTICLES 2017 120 2.47 3 0.06 0 0 214.3

5 0.10

SUBC_ART2019ON 3 0.03 2 0.02 2 0.02

SUBC_EDIT OR ‐
IALS 2017

4 0.68 0 0 8 1.36 10.89

SUBC_EDIT OR ‐
IALS 2019ON

1 0.10 0 0 2 0.21

The analysis reports that existential there- constructions in the
‘prepan demic’ articles were more widely attested as recur rent
explan atory speech- like strategy than in the contem porary and later
articles. The same can be said for the edit or ials dating back to both
periods under consid er a tion and this obser va tion is coun ter in tu itive
given the increasing need for more access ible and sustained
inform a tion from both profes sional and lay audi ences as the
pandemic crisis has defin itely revealed. IT/WH- cleft construc tions
are confirmed as the less preferred form of left dislo ca tion of the
theme- rheme dicho tomy in
profes sional/Euro HealthNet communication.

43

3.2. Results: Edit orial strategies
and themes

3.2.1. Edit orial and article structure

Two separate struc tural analyses were performed for the edit or ials
and the articles. The fourteen EuroHealthNet edit or ials exhibit a
highly regu lar ized eight- move struc ture: (1) an opening situ ational
hook that orients readers to a timely event or policy frame; (2)
prob lem at iz a tion that presents trends, stat istics, and concrete harms;
(3) attri bu tion or causal framing that locates respons ib ility in
struc tural, polit ical, or commer cial forces; (4) an explicit eval u ative
authorial posi tion; (5) evid ence and illus tra tion, typic ally mobil izing
short case studies, projects, and refer enced reports drawn from the
issue’s contents; (6) prescrip tions or calls to action addressed to
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poli cy makers, prac ti tioners, or readers; (7) broader implic a tions
linking the specific problem to cross- sectoral agendas (e.g. SDGs,
economy- of-wellbeing); and (8) a closing sign post that intro duces the
issue’s articles and invites engage ment. Across the corpus the
edit or ials display recur rent linguistic cues that realize moves,
including policy and time markers and eval u ative lexis for open ings
and posi tions; numer ical refer ences and contrast ives for
prob lem at iz a tion; agen tive phrasing for attri bu tion; project and/or
report names for evid ence; and deontic modals for prescriptions.

By contrast, articles display a related but distinctive struc ture overall.
Two separate genre families were iden ti fied that char ac ter ized the
articles, or policy strategy reports and reports on public health
issues. While the former are typic ally framed in terms of case studies
that described and promoted a policy or program enacted in a
specific European context, the latter gener ally involves syntheses of
research public a tions or accounts of experts’ insights into a given
public health matter. Notwith standing these differ ences, the two
subgenres shared a common sequence of moves: an opening
summary that either hooks the reader with a provoc ative ques tion or
provides a brief abstract of the article; a present a tion of the context
and/or the problem; and a descrip tion of the project, inter ven tion, or
research public a tion. Some articles include a descrip tion the
meth od o logy used to monitor the outcomes of the project or study,
but most prior itize the results and outputs, mainly suggesting the
advant ages of the project (and there fore exhib iting a promo tional and
practice- oriented slant). Clos ings of the articles vary: some endend
with prac tical imple ment a tion guid ance, while others closed with
future direc tions or descrip tion of funders and part ners. Overall, the
articles mirror the edit or ials’ emphasis on evid ence and prescrip tion,
while fore grounding empir ical descrip tion and
program implementation.

45

3.2.2. Tag analysis

Within the 596 tags that were applied to the articles, 140 were the
editions of the articles and 456 were them atic. Table 3 displays the
distri bu tion of them atic tags, which reflect the content focus of
the articles.
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Table 3: Them atic tag distribution

Tag Applications Percentage

Practice 69 49.3%

Health Inequalities 58 41.4%

Health & Social Systems 55 39.3%

Policy 40 28.6%

Child hood & Adolescence 32 22.9%

Research 29 20.7%

NCDs 28 20.0%

Beha viour & Addiction 26 18.6%

European & Inter na tional Affairs 26 18.6%

Envir on ment & Sustainability 24 17.1%

Mental Health 24 17.1%

Working Life & Social Protection 19 13.6%

Euro HealthNet Editorials 12 8.6%

Ageing 11 7.9%

CHAIN 2 1.4%

Look who’s talking 1 0.7%

The high preval ence of the most frequently assigned tag “Prac tice,”
which indic ates emphasis on prac tical applic a tions, action able
insights, and real- world implic a tions of health topics, suggests that
the magazine targets prac ti tioners and poli cy makers seeking
prac tical solu tions. The next most common tags are “Health
Inequal ities” (58 articles) and “Health & Social Systems” (55 articles),
which under score a sustained edit orial commit ment to
under standing dispar ities in health outcomes, the func tioning of
health systems, and social determ in ants of health. Together, these
emphases align the magazine with broader public- health discourses
that prior itize equity and struc tural reform, and posi tion
Euro HealthNet as a crit ical voice advoc ating for systemic change.
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While the relat ively high frequency of articles tagged under “Policy”
(28.6%) reflects the magazine’s interest in the regu latory and
legis lative aspects of health systems and public health, the pres ence
of tags such as “Child hood & Adoles cence” (22.9%), “Beha viour &
Addic tion” (18.6%), “Mental Health” (17.1%), and “Ageing” (7.9%) reflects
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Table 4: Keywords

Item Freq. (focus) Freq. (reference) Score

1 eurohealthnet 112 211 658.62

2 ncds 44 17153 203.54

3 wellbeing 320 555817 188.16

4 bcis 30 3448 168.33

5 determinant 115 229641 143.49

6 whp 26 6305 139.87

7 inequality 300 770225 130.94

8 nijz 21 189 124.34

9 best- remap 20 1 118.83

10 bci 28 26229 116.4

11 intersectoral 21 4921 115.5

12 riga 42 72183 114.39

13 noknok 19 76 112.8

the magazine’s broad coverage across life stages and beha vi oral and
clin ical concerns. Although tags like “Envir on ment & Sustain ab ility,”
“Mental Health,” and “Ageing,” are less frequently assigned, they
accen tuate the magazine’s atten tion to emer ging health chal lenges
and the evolving land scape of public health. The inclu sion of the tags
“CHAIN” and “Look who’s talking,” albeit minim ally applied with 1.4%
(2 articles) and 0.7% (1 article) respect ively, indic ates special ized or
niche topics that receive occa sional coverage.

Thus, these data suggest Euro HealthNet magazine’s broad yet
focused approach to public health, with a marked emphasis on
prac tical solu tions, health inequal ities, and systemic issues. The
edit orial strategy appears designed to both inform and influ ence
prac ti tioners and poli cy makers, while also addressing a wide range of
complex health chal lenges relevant to profes sionals and the broader
public in a nuanced and compre hensive manner. The high score in
the type- token ratio of the corpus corrob or ates this inter pret a tion:
the observed lexical density reflects consid er able lexical diversity in
the magazine, which is consistent with the breadth of issues revealed
by tag distribution.
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14 diatrofi 18 25 107.01

15 nutri- score 18 636 105.96

16 prolepsis 18 829 105.63

17 bzga 17 106 100.99

18 non- communicable 22 19401 99.327

19 periodontitis 21 16710 98.107

20 fari 17 2545 97.145

With respect to the single- word keywords, shown in the table above,
the keyword analysis indic ates that the EHN corpus is highly
special ized in discussing health- related topics, partic u larly in areas
like non- communicable diseases (NCDs – 44 occur rences; non- 
communicable – 22 occur rences), and well being (320 occur rences),
socioeco nomic determ in ants of health (e.g. inequality; cost- of-living;
work place health promo tion), and specific public health initi at ives or
programs. Examples of the latter include the Best- ReMaP
(20 occur rences) Joint Action led by the National Insti tute of Public
Health of Slov enia, NokNok (19 occur rences), the FARI
(17 occur rences) project developed by the Taranto Local Health
Authority, and the Greek school- based food aid and healthy nutri tion
program DIATROFI (18 occur rences) developed by the Prolepsis
(18 occur rences) insti tute. BCIs also present an inter esting instance
because it stands for the Beha vi oural and Cultural Insights (BCI) Unit
of the World Health Organ iz a tion, when the acronym is also widely
used in other sectors (such as to stand for brain–computer inter face).
The high keyness scores of specific terms reflect the corpus’s focus
on topics that are less commonly discussed in general English but are
central to the discourse within the EuroHealthNet articles. Moreover,
special ized termin o logy includes determ inant (115 occur rences) to
refer to causal factors of health outcomes, inter sect oral
(21 occur rences) to refer to collab or a tion across different sectors,
nutri- score (18 occur rences) related to food labeling and health, and
peri od ont itis (21 occur rences), which is the medical term for gum
disease. These find ings under score the special ized nature of the
language used in the EuroHealthNet public a tions, reflecting their
niche in public health promo tion and policy discus sions. Also of note
are those terms that refer to specific geograph ical loca tions and
organ iz a tions in the European realm, such as the capital of Latvia,
Riga (42 occur rences), the Slov e nian National Insti tute of Public
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Table 5: Keywords: Refer ence subcorpora

EU domain Health Topic

Item Freq. (focus) Freq. (ref) Score Freq. (ref) Score

1 EuroHealthNet 112 72 470.7 0 660.9

2 Riga 42 - - 9 243.9

3 NCDs 44 35 217.5 473 131.1

4 WHP 26 34 129.5 80 132.2

5 BCI 28 69 119.6 - -

6 diplomacy 27 - - 146 122.7

7 Best- ReMaP 20 0 118.8 0 118.8

8 periodontitis 21 9 118.7 - -

9 wellbeing 320 2671 118.0 6583 128.2

10 Roma 38 - - 380 125.5

11 HPV 38 166 116.4 - -

12 café 34 - - 378 115.9

13 NokNok 19 0 112.9 0 112.9

14 DIATROFI 18 0 107.1 0 107.1

15 Nijz 21 30 106.8 0 124.7

16 cost- of-living 19 21 101.0 41 104.1

17 FARI 17 5 98.4 4 100.3

18 nutri- score 18 16 98.2 30 100.8

19 prolepsis 18 19 96.7 2 106.6

20 BZgA 17 9 96.3 7 99.7

Health Nijz (21 occur rences), and the German Federal Centre for
Health Educa tion BZgA (17 occur rences). Their appear ance indic ates
that the corpus focuses on the European territory in particular.

Compared to the broader analysis with the full enTenTen21 corpus,
this targeted analysis reveals stronger align ment with terms specific
to public health and European initi at ives. For instance, terms like
Best- ReMaP, NokNok, and DIATROFI consist ently rank highly across
all refer ence corpora, rein for cing the EuroHealthNet corpus’s unique
focus on European health projects and termin o logy. The inclu sion of
geograph ic ally specific terms such as Riga and insti tu tion names like
Nijz and BZgA further under scores the European- centric discourse.
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Table 6: NVivo word- frequency query (synonym- expanded): ranks of shared

top-10 items in the pre- and post‑Covid- 19 subcorpora

Word Similar Words (NVivo) pre- 
Covid rank

post- 
Covid rank

health e.g., health, sanitary, well, wellness 1 1

support e.g., accom pany, assist ance, back, cham pion, defend,
endorses, fund, sustain 3 2

work e.g., act, exer cise, func tion, influ ence, operate, play,
run, shape 4 3

social e.g., socialise, socially, societal 8 4

people e.g., mass, peoples 10 6

Addi tion ally, the compar ison high lights how certain terms like WHP
(work place health promo tion), cost- of-living, and nutri- score
main tain their prom in ence when contex tu al ized within health topics,
suggesting their relev ance to both special ized and broader public
health discourses. This refined keyness analysis valid ates the earlier
find ings while offering greater specificity about the EuroHealthNet
corpus’s align ment with regional and them atic domains of
health communication.

3.2.4. Pre/post- Covid comparison

The keyword analysis comparing the pre- Covid subcorpus to the
post- Covid subcorpus revealed, predict ably, the emer gence of
pandemic lexis in the latter period (i.e., pandemic, Covid- 19,
lock down). The top ten most frequent words with synonyms,
gener ated by NVivo’s word‐frequency query, revealed common al ities
in the two subcor pora. ‘Health’ is in the top spot in both subcor pora,
and practice- oriented lemmas such as support (from the top 3rd spot
pre- Covid to the top 2nd after the onset of the pandemic) and work
(from the 4th to the 3rd) retain prom inent posi tions, indic ating
edit orial continuity around support meas ures and continuing efforts
to address public health issues.
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At the same time, several terms show notable upward moves: people
rises markedly (+4 posi tions), and new prac tical, material vocab u lary,
or ‘food’, ‘living’, ‘need’, ‘use’, ‘make’, enters the post- Covid top 10,

53



Shaping knowledge in health communication: Information structure and editorial strategy in
EuroHealthNet magazine

Table 7: Titles of the ninth edition of EuroHealthNet

Title Date

A more pro- health Europe on the horizon? Jun 22, 2017

Monit oring the Dutch National Preven tion Program Jun 20, 2017

HiNEWS project: Health Inequal ities in European Welfare States. Jun 20, 2017

Smoke- Free Sports Stadia: A case study in imple menting protective meas ures
in the absence of legislation.

Jun 20, 2017

The Swedish Exper i ence of devel oping and Imple menting a national mental
health strategy, and efforts to prevent suicide.

Jun 20, 2017

Spanish strategy on health promo tion and preven tion and its
local implementation.

Jun 20, 2017

Combating food insec urity & Promoting Healthy Nutri tion in schools in disad ‐
vant aged areas across Greece: The DIATROFI Program

Jun 20, 2017

Senior volun teering – Social inclu sion of older people through volunteering Jun 16, 2017

signaling an increased emphasis on material condi tions, needs,
service use/imple ment a tion and food- system concerns. Conversely,
insti tu tional and promo tional terms (‘educa tion’, ‘national’, ‘issues’,
‘activity’, ‘promo tion’) drop out of the top 10, suggesting a relative
decline in formal educa tional framing, national- level posi tioning, and
generic promo tion language. Taken together, these shifts suggest
that while the magazine sustained its practice- oriented core, its
post pan demic discourse pivoted toward social- support and lived- 
experience frames and toward implementation- focused topics.

3.2.5. Identities

In line with the afore men tioned results, a crit ical iden tity aspect that
emerges in the EuroHealthNet magazine refers to European iden tity.
One way in which this iden tity was enacted was by means of specific
location- specific terms. The ninth edition of the magazine was
partic u larly dense with specific location- specific terms in its titles,
which are one of the first pieces of inform a tion that attract readers’
atten tion and whose word selec tion can influ ence readers’
under stand ings of events and parti cipants involved. In the following
table, we see refer ence to Europe in the first article, which is the
edit orial, and European in the third article, and refer ence to different
loca tions across Europe in all but one article.
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Table 8: Random sample of 10 concord ance lines of edit or ials where “we” is the

key word in context

Query:[lempos_lc=="we-d"];Random sample�10

Left KWIC Right

It became clear that we, as health promo tors, need
to “sit at the table”, because

we are “on the menu”.

For this reason I am delighted to present you with a
diverse selec tion of articles in this 10th edition of
the magazine, all of which reflect a proactive
approach to working across sectors and adopting
new solu tions to long- term problems.

We look at a new initi ative in
Sweden to help public services
become more results- oriented
and at how social impact bonds
can help fund public
health interventions.

From Finland we learn about the signi fic ance of
art and culture in promoting
health and well- being.

In our two articles on healthy diets for chil dren, […] We also learn about what makes
food aid and nutri tion
programmes in schools
successful, with new results
from the DIATROFI programme
in Greece.

From Pharos (expert centre on health inequalities), we hear about resources and
methods to give migrant chil ‐
dren the best possible start in
their new homes by collab or ‐
ating with schools, parents,
and the chil dren themselves.

Working in the health silo is no longer feasible. We can no longer ignore action on
the so called “SEEDs” (social,
economic, envir on mental
determ in ants) of health.

Colleagues from the Egas Moniz Higher Educa tion
Cooper ative explain the issue, and what

we can do to move forward.

The first- person plural can be used to induce inter preters to
concep tu alize group iden tity, either as insiders or as outsiders. We
were inter ested in examining how the organ iz a tion portrayed itself so
we analyzed the use of pronouns in the edit or ials. The concord ance
func tion of Sketch Engine was used to generate a random sample of
10 concord ance lines of edit or ials in which “we” is the KWIC,
repro duced in the table below.
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How do such cuts threaten
the health and well being of
those most vulner able in our
soci eties partic u larly chil dren
and young people?

We hear from Dr Sumina Azam’s (Policy Lead and Deputy
Director in Policy and Inter na tional Health at Public
Health Wales and Vice- President of Euro HealthNet)
team, Dr Louisa Petchey and Manon Roberts, who
reflect on how gener ally the cost- of-living crisis
impacts public health.

As Belgium is a country that
appre ci ates a wide variety of
beer brands, you can imagine
what an enormous amount of
beer options it now offers.

We seem to be surrounded and “seduced” by very
unhealthy food envir on ments, a situ ation that continues
to worsen. We need to design and ensure healthy food
envir on ments are afford able for all.

In our Euro Health article, we consider the draw backs of relying too much on the
“busi ness as usual” approach.

The use of the pronoun ‘we’ across edit or ials is a stra tegic linguistic
choice that serves to construct a strong profes sional, organ iz a tional,
and social iden tity for the magazine. Profes sion ally, it under scores
the collective expertise and respons ib ility of the magazine’s
contrib utors. For instance, in “It became clear that we, as health
promoters, need to ‘sit at the table’,” the pronoun ‘we’ is used to
express a shared profes sional respons ib ility and the need for active
involve ment in decision- making processes. In addi tion to
emphas izing their role as proactive agents in the health sector, it
defines the iden tity of the group as ‘health promoters’. Further more,
in lines like “We also learn about what makes food aid and nutri tion
programmes in schools successful,” the use of ‘we’ indic ates a
collective engage ment in learning and profes sional devel op ment. It
suggests that the magazine’s edit orial team, along with its readers,
are part of an ongoing process of acquiring and sharing know ledge,
thus rein for cing a profes sional iden tity rooted in continuous
improve ment and adaptation.
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Organ iz a tion ally, ‘we’ presents the magazine as a unified entity with a
collab or ative mission. Although often times the author of the edit orial
uses ‘I’, the singular is often combined with the plural to speak with a
unified voice, repres enting the magazine as a cohesive entity. This is
evident in lines such as “We look at a new initi ative in Sweden” and
“We hear from Dr Sumina Azam’s team”. In these instances, ‘we’
conveys that the magazine’s content and view points are collect ively
endorsed by the organ iz a tion, rather than being the opinion of a
single author. This collective voice helps estab lish the magazine’s
authority and cred ib ility as an organ iz a tion committed to
public health.
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Socially, it cultiv ates a sense of community and shared purpose
among the readers, the author and the edit orial team, posi tioning the
magazine as a partner in addressing public health chal lenges. The use
of ‘we’ fosters a sense of inclu sion and solid arity with the readers,
creating a shared iden tity between the magazine’s team and its
audi ence. For instance, in the concord ance line “We seem to be
surrounded and ‘seduced’ by very unhealthy food envir on ments”, the
use of ‘we’ includes both the author and readers in a common social
exper i ence. This inclusive language builds a sense of community
around shared chal lenges and goals, partic u larly in rela tion to public
health issues. Then, in lines such as “We need to design and ensure
healthy food envir on ments are afford able for all,” ‘we’ serves to unite
the readers and the magazine’s team in a common goal. It frames the
discus sion of health issues as a collective chal lenge, suggesting that
everyone – authors, readers, members and stake holders – has a role
in finding and imple menting solutions.
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4. Discus sion and
future directions
This prelim inary study aimed at invest ig ating Euro HealthNet
magazine’s approach to addressing diverse audi ences, its prom inent
linguistic features in health commu nic a tion, and the poten tial impact
of the Covid- 19 pandemic on its IS strategies. Regarding the first
research question, EuroHealthNet magazine addresses the diverse
back grounds of its European read er ship by main taining a high level of
special iz a tion through its focus on health- related topics anchored in
the European context. Addi tion ally, it ensures cultural relev ance by
spot lighting local ized programs across Europe and catering to a
profes sional community of stake holders with content that reson ates
with the varied cultural settings of its audience.
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For the second ques tion, the analysis of linguistic features high lights
distinctive strategies in health commu nic a tion and emer ging science
popular iz a tion genres. Refer en tial construc tions, such as there- 
constructions, were more prevalent in prepan demic edit or ials,
suggesting a shift in style over time. Cleft construc tions, which are
typic ally asso ci ated with spoken or conver sa tional genres, were
notably absent, under scoring their limited role in written formats like
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edit or ials and articles. Vari ations in constituent order were observed
more frequently in dialogic or conver sa tion ally oriented genres.
Regarding the third research ques tion, the sali ency tests comparing
pre- and post pan demic subcor pora revealed a decline in unmarked
there- constructions and marked constituent orders, such as that- 
clause with heavy NP- shifting, in the post pan demic period. These
shifts may reflect evolving commu nic a tion strategies in response to
the pandemic’s influ ence on health discourse. As for the fourth
research ques tion, while the study iden ti fied trends and vari ations in
IS features, the current data sample is insuf fi cient to draw defin itive
conclu sions about the most recur rent IS strategies in post pan demic
health communication.

With respect to the fifth ques tion, the prelim inary analysis of
edit orial struc ture, tag distri bu tion, keyword profiles, and deictic
patterns indic ates a coherent, audience- oriented rhet or ical strategy.
Edit or ials follow a highly regu lar ized eight- move sequence that
system at ic ally frames issues for policy- minded readers, while articles
fall into two related subgenres (policy strategy reports and public
health issue reports) that fore ground empir ical descrip tion, evid ence,
and prac tical imple ment a tion. Them at ic ally, tag distri bu tion
priv ileges Prac tice, Health Inequal ities, and Health & Social Systems,
signaling an explicit orient a tion toward prac ti tioners and
poli cy makers and a sustained commit ment to equity and systemic
reform. Keyword analysis corrob or ates this special ized focus: high- 
scoring items such as well being, NCDs, Best- ReMaP, DIATROFI, and
insti tu tional acronyms (e.g. Nijz, BZgA) index European projects,
programs, and tech nical discourse rather than gener alist health talk.
A pre/post- Covid compar ison shows the expected rise of pandemic
lexis but, more import antly, a shift toward material- and-support
vocab u lary (e.g., food, living, need, use) and lived- experience frames,
suggesting a post pan demic tilt toward imple ment a tion and social- 
support concerns. Finally, deictic and pronom inal patterns, notably
the stra tegic use of we and frequent location- specific refer ences,
work to construct a profes sional, organ iz a tional, and European
iden tity that both inclines readers toward collective engage ment and
rein forces the magazine’s cred ib ility as a practitioner- oriented,
policy- engaged forum.
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1  Due to space constraints, we will skip here the typo logy of
know ledge like declarative vs. procedural, personal vs. social knowledge, etc.

2  According to Hall iday (1967), the formal domain of inform a tion struc ture
(func tional sentence perspective, theme, prag matic func tion) is the
sentence or the clause. Thus, for these linguists, inform a tion struc ture
belongs to sentence grammar, it is not concerned with the organ iz a tion of
discourse, but with the organ iz a tion of the sentence within a discourse.

3  In VISL inventory, POS categories (word classes) are blue, syntactic
func tion tags are green and preceded by ‘@’, with arrow heads (>,<) added as
depend ency markers. The remaining upper case tags describe
morpho logy/inflec tion, while lower case tags in sharp paren theses (<…>)
provide secondary inform a tion that may be used to create POS subclasses
(e.g. <rel>, <interr>) or added syntactic distinc tions (e.g. <pass>, <aux>, <aci- 
subj>).

English
This study intends to build on burgeoning research strands dedic ated to the
study of health commu nic a tion and emer ging genres of science
popular iz a tion and dissem in a tion by exploring the not‐for‐profit
organ iz a tion Euro HealthNet, resulting from an inter- European part ner ship,
whose mission is to “help build a sustain able, fair, and inclusive Europe
through healthier communities and to tackle health inequal ities within and
between European States” (https://eurohealthnet.eu/). In light of its
mission and the hetero gen eous nature of its target audi ence – including but
not limited to European health insti tu tions, health profes sionals, and the
general public – a primary premise of this study is that, for it to be effective,
Euro HealthNet’s commu nic a tion must take heed of, be sens itive to, and be
receptive of the diverse linguacul tural back grounds and levels of know ledge
of special ized discourses of its audi ence. Thus, this study, which draws on a
larger project funded by the European Union – Next Gener a tion EU – 
explores four teen editions of Euro HealthNet’s magazine, avail able on its
offi cial website, with partic ular atten tion to how this discourse community
constructs, inter prets, and uses different (sub-)genres to achieve its
commu nic ative goals. We draw on the multiper spective and
multi di men sional frame work provided by crit ical genre analysis (Bhatia,
2017) to explore both the text- internal factors via inform a tion struc ture and
the text- external factors via tag, keyness and deictic analysis
that characterize EuroHealthNet magazine articles.

https://eurohealthnet.eu/
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Français
La présente étude entend appro fondir les domaines de recherche en plein
déve lop pe ment concer nant la commu ni ca tion en matière de santé et les
nouveaux genres de vulga ri sa tion et de diffu sion scien ti fiques en explo rant
la commu ni ca tion de l’orga ni sa tion non lucra tive Euro HealthNet, un
parte na riat dont la mission est de « contri buer à la construc tion d’une
Europe durable, juste et inclu sive à travers des commu nautés plus saines et
de réduire les inéga lités en matière de santé dans les pays euro péens et
entre ces États » (https://eurohealthnet.eu/). En raison de sa mission et de
la nature hété ro gène de son public poten tiel – y compris, mais sans s’y
limiter, les insti tu tions euro péennes de santé, les profes sion nels du monde
médical et le grand public – cette étude suppose que, pour être effi cace, la
commu ni ca tion d’Euro HealthNet doit tenir compte des divers contextes
linguis tiques et cultu rels et des niveaux de connais sance des discours
spécia lisés de son public, y être sensible et y être récep tive. Ainsi, cette
étude, qui fait partie d’un projet plus large financé par l’Union euro péenne –
 Next Gene ra tion EU – explore quatorze éditions du maga zine
d’Euro HealthNet, dispo nible sur son site offi ciel, en exami nant notam ment
les moda lités de construc tion, d’inter pré ta tion et d’utili sa tion de diffé rents
(sous-)genres par cette commu nauté discur sive afin d’atteindre ses
objec tifs. Les auteurs utilisent le système multi pers pectif et
multi di men sionnel de l’analyse critique des genres (Bhatia, 2017) pour
explorer les facteurs internes au texte (struc ture de l’infor ma tion) et les
facteurs externes au texte (tags, saillance lexi cale et analyse déic tique) qui
carac té risent les articles de la revue EuroHealthNet.

Mots-clés
analyse critique des genres, EuroHealthNet, structuration de l’information,
communication institutionnelle, saillance lexicale, accessibilité des
connaissances, communication, santé publique

Keywords
critical genre analysis, EuroHealthNet, information structuring, institutional
communication, keyness analysis, knowledge accessibility, public health,
communication
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