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Introduction
Mary Catherine Lavissière and Marion Del Bove

TEXT

Genre- based approaches in Languages for Specific Purposes (LSP)
play a crucial role in deep ening our under standing of special ized and
profes sional communities, as genres provide valu able insights into
their discursive prac tices. In his seminal work on the struc ture of
research article intro duc tions, John Swales defines a genre as “a class
of commu nic ative events” char ac ter ized by a shared commu nic ative
purpose and subject to constraints and vari ations in content,
posi tioning, and form (Swales, 1990). Genres are not fixed entities;
rather, they are diverse, complex and multi fa ceted objects of study
whose in- depth analysis requires the mobil iz a tion of multiple
approaches and theor et ical frameworks.

1

Genres can be examined from a linguistic perspective ‐ focusing on
their termin o lo gical, lexical, gram mat ical, struc tural (Biber et al.,
2007) and rhet or ical (Swales, 1990) traits. They can also be analyzed
from an extra lin guistic, and more specific ally soci o lin guistic,
perspective (Giltrow & Stein, 2009; Martin, 1985), when focusing on
genre as social action (Miller, 1984) and on the inter play between
human inter ac tion and language. Consequently, Bhatia (2016)
under scores the essen tially multi di men sional nature of genres and
advoc ates for a multiper spective approach drawing on textual,
ethno graphic, sociocog nitive, insti tu tional and other types of
analyt ical data.

2

A central concept in the study of special ized genres is that of
inter faces, which may arise in various forms. Numerous LSP scholars
have shown that genres are strongly inter con nected, as “the use of
one genre assumes, or depends on, the use of a number of other
related genres […] of which the text is a part” (Paltridge & Star field,
2013� 348). Several terms have been put forward to describe this
inter re lated ness – such as “systems of genres,” “genre mixing,” “genre
sets,” “genre constel la tions,” “genre chains,” “genre networks,” and
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“reper toires of genres” (Bazerman, 1994; Devitt, 2004; Hyland, 2002;
Swales, 2004; Tardy, 2003).

In her contri bu tion, “Discourse inter re la tions in English for Police
Purposes: Typo logy, genre networks and textual travels,” Audrey
Cartron invest ig ates the multiple inter re la tions char ac ter izing
discourse produced by British and Amer ican police officers. Her
study shows that police texts and genres form a network of
inter re lated discourse produc tions that can be called the “police
sequence” – what is termed as the “police sequence.” Throughout this
sequence, which unfolds in several stages, the narrative of events is
shaped according to shared profes sional object ives and future
proced ural require ments. Cartron convin cingly uses English and
Amer ican police discourse to illus trate the process of “textual travels”
(Garner & Johnson, 2013), that is, how inform a tion circu lates from
one commu nic ative event to another and is filtered through the
prism of special ized ness to serve profes sional purposes effectively.

4

These inter dis cursive rela tions may be explicit and delib erate, or
implicit and uncon scious when shaped, for example, by under lying
assump tions, hidden influ ence or insti tu tional constraints. The
notion of inter face also proves valu able for examining the nature of
the intended audi ence, as inter ac tions may involve members of the
same discourse community, occur with profes sionals from related
special ized domains, or with a non- specialist lay audience.

5

In “Profes sional vs. consumer discourse communities: Compar ative
genre analysis of online music reviews,” Karo lina Ryker analyzes
digital genres emer ging in parti cip atory online spaces where both
profes sional and consumer communities produce texts. She focuses
on 100 non- academic online music reviews published on two
prom inent plat forms – Pitch fork (profes sional reviewers) and Rate
Your Music (consumer reviewers). Through a compar ative move ‐step
genre analysis, Ryker high lights both simil ar ities (a shared
commu nic ative purpose) and differ ences (balanced inform ative
eval u ations vs. word- of-mouth recom mend a tions), showing how
these two discourse communities may also influ ence one another’s
generic conventions.

6

In their contri bu tion “Shaping know ledge in health commu nic a tion:
Inform a tion struc ture and edit orial strategy in Euro HealthNet
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