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Why should we take an interest in “resur gence” and what do we mean
by “resur gence”? This is a ques tion that was the object of a one‐day
confer ence organ ised in Gren oble last 21 November 2024. More than
15 years before, the same issue was examined but from a slightly
different angle by the 48th SAES annual Confer ence held in Orléans
in 2008. The call for papers that was issued for the occa sion defined
resur gence as follows: “The prin ciple of resur gence presup poses the
exist ence of an under ground move ment and flow leading to a certain
point of emer gence; the tension between depth and surface,
disap pear ance and reappear ance, latency and manifestation.” 1

In other words, the river meta phor suggested that language, artworks
and cultural or histor ical devel op ments, like an under ground river,
have an epiphanic dimen sion enabling old forms, refer ences,
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canon ical texts or iconic places to resur face, with a new meaning or
force. But the power dynamics at work in such processes were barely
mentioned and this was precisely one of the main object ives of the
confer ence organ ised at Université Gren oble Alpes. The polit ical,
social and envir on mental dimen sions of such a concept of resur gence
cannot be separ ated from the related power- knowledge studied by
Foucault, espe cially at a time in history when both ecolo gical
concerns and Indi genous epistem o lo gies re‐emerge with even more
urgency. The articles collected in this volume focus on such
envir on mental and polit ical concerns and specific ally span a wide
range of post co lo nial cultures, from the settler colony of Australia to
the United States and India, all of which share narrat ives of
dispos ses sion and displace ment that have been chal lenged by the
re‐emer gence and resur gence of Indi genous epistem o lo gies and
world views pred ating colo ni alism. Such issues are closely linked to
that of the place acknow ledged or denied to other people and
cultures. How do these silenced voices, effaced bodies and
submerged memories or histories come back with a vengeance
through artworks? What links can be made between the idea of
knowing one’s place and reclaiming it on the one hand and
resur gence and empower ment on the other?

The main objective of the confer ence was to show that such
under ground currents of resist ance, resi li ence and deep
trans form ative powers had always been there, beating, pulsing,
throb bing. Inviting black Amer ican author Eddy L. Harris to speak
about his canoe journey down the Missis sippi was thus both a great
honour for Gren oble and a perfect occa sion to discuss such issues
revolving around the flow of history along the Missis sippi River, how
it came to stand for the nation as a whole and could be partly
reappro pri ated or at least claimed by the minor ities who had up till
then been partly effaced in the grand narrative of the Amer ican
nation: the black minority Eddy L. Harris is speaking for but also the
Native Amer icans them selves who resur face beau ti fully under his
pen. Hearing him speak about his journey down the Missis sippi and
the social and polit ical vision under pin ning it was such a moment of
poetic and polit ical emer gence and resur gence. Like many travel
narrat ives and memoirs, Harris’s Missis sippi Solo is about sharing the
stories of Amer icans whose voices are rarely heard outside of their

2



Introduction. — Reclaiming One’s Place: Resurgence and Empowerment

home towns and it chal lenges our assump tions about Amer ican
society and iden tity. When starting out on his canoe journey down
the Missis sippi River, Harris encour ages his fellow Amer ican citizens
to go to places they considered inac cess ible or forbidden for them
to enter:

[…] there is no place on earth where I can’t go, where I don’t belong,
and nothing I can’t do. Forget about taboos and accepted patterns
and fears—even common sense. The only restric tions are the ones
I (we all) put in place. (14)

Ques tioning such restric tions enables Harris to draw a more nuanced
portrait of America that has been constantly shaped and reshaped by
its rela tion ship with a river system so steeped in Amer ican history
and culture. The River, like the mother country, ulti mately carries
down all of its citizens and invites them to write their own page of
their nation’s history and destiny. Whether white and a Mark Twain
or not, adven ture is present in every single page, and humour as well,
and deep humanity. Eddy L. Harris writes for all the Amer icans who
have a dream, that of feeling part of the same imagined community in
the sense Anderson gave to the phrase. He gives everyone a place,
even “river rat(s)” like himself: “Even the barge pilot waved down on
me and this made me feel espe cially joyous. I was one of them. A river
rat. A river man. And we shared a river in common” (90). Eddy L.
Harris uses the Missis sippi as an emblem of the nation he would like
to be proud of and parti cipate in building.

Resur gence has to do with regaining power and recog ni tion for all of
those who have been dropped in the dark well of history and colo nial
or neoco lo nial processes more partic u larly. Post co lo nial criti cism
emerged precisely from this resist ance to mono log ical discourses of
empire and nation which remapped the world along binary struc tures
and releg ated the colon ized and the subal terns to the realm of the
undeveloped and the savage. As Homi Bhabha writes in The Loca tion
of Culture, “the objective of colo nial discourse is to construe the
colon ized as a popu la tion of degen erate types on the basis of racial
origin, in order to justify conquest and to estab lish systems of
admin is tra tion and instruc tion” (101). These estab lished systems had
devast ating effects on the colon ized peoples who were brutally
assim il ated and accul tur ated. This not only involved displace ment
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and land dispos ses sion but also the destruc tion of millennia‐old
know ledges, epistem o lo gies, and cultural prac tices that were central
to their survival and the cohe sion of their communities. The lasting
legacy of colo ni alism and slavery has led many thinkers, theor ists and
intel lec tuals to call for a decol on isa tion of our mind, gaze and
percep tion, not to mention the trans mis sion of histories and
memories. In their intro duc tion to the first issue of Post co lo nial
Liter at ures and Arts, Sandeep Bakshi, Christine Lorre and Kerry- Jane
Wallart recall that deco lo ni ality “presents an option which is opposed
to euro centrism, seen as a perspective that releg ates other
know ledge systems to the peri pheries” (6). Today, the change in
perspective and the resur gence of know ledge systems that contest
the authority of late capit alist soci eties and chal lenge the profit- 
driven interests of global corpor a tions has para dox ic ally led to the
resur gence of author it arian discourses which threaten the very
stability of demo cratic coun tries. Such discourses thrive on nostalgia
and roman ti cized images of a glor ious past and even tu ally aim to go
back to a simpli fied vision of the world. The latter is defined by binary
oppos i tions and stereo typ ical repres ent a tions that plan to put
indi viduals and communities alike back in their “place”. Back lash
effects and resur gent discourses such as these recall the import ance
and cent rality of “place” in post co lo nial studies which address the
entangled ques tions of justice, equality and the need to secure a safe
place for all human and nonhuman beings or entities. While
tradi tional forms of colo nial domin a tion seem to have receded in the
second half of the twen tieth century as a result of polit ical
decol on iz a tion, Bill Ashcroft reminds his readers that such forms
have simply lived on in the guise of glob al iz a tion, “grounded [like
imper i alism] in systems of domin a tion that emerged from, and
char ac terize, European modernity” (213). Reclaiming one’s place in
the world and securing a planet fit to support life in all its diversity
can be seen as an appro priate coun ter measure against the
over powering thrust of glob al iz a tion which tends to promote the idea
of an ulti mate homo gen iz a tion of cultural and polit ical prac tices
—“the inev it ab ility of humanity merging into a single self”, ignoring
the fact that not everyone, or every community for that matter,
supports the idea of “free‐market economics”: “In the narrowest
possible sense [… glob al iz a tion] applies to a very recent,
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elec tron ic ally unbounded version of free‐market economics”
(Niezen 36).

Unsus tain able visions of the future, whether based on images of
glob alism which makes itself “at home in motion rather than in a
place” (Ashcroft 213) or on those of “liquid modernity” (Bauman),
seldom consider the communities who foster and defend a different
repres ent a tion of the connec tion between the human, nonhuman and
spir itual worlds. Post co lo nial criti cism has endeav oured since its
incep tion to pay partic ular atten tion to the Indi genous communities
of settler colonies like Australia, Canada, and New Zealand
for instance. Jeff Corn tassel reminds his non‐Indi genous readers that
Indi genous iden tities are “place‐based” and that resur gence is crucial
to their cultural regen er a tion, empower ment, and exist ence. In his
words, “Being Indi genous today means strug gling to reclaim and
regen erate one’s rela tional, place‐based exist ence by chal len ging the
ongoing, destructive forces of colon iz a tion” (88). Many Indi genous
cultures are strug gling to promote a rela tional onto logy that defines
the human and the nonhuman in terms of rela tion as opposed to the
Western anthro po centric approach to the natural world that tends to
reor ganize the world in hier arch ical terms. These rela tional
onto lo gies and epistem o lo gies lie at the centre of artworks that
high light the import ance and cent rality of place in Indi genous
cultures, so much so that Cana dian professor Warren Cariou uses
the term
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terristory as a way of concep tu al izing this unity of land and narrative.
In [his] usage, terris tory can be under stood as the ground of culture;
the living, nurturing, rela tional medium in which Indi genous
communities flourish, and also the entity or being(s) from whom
Indi genous people learn their respons ib il ities. Terris tory is a rela tion,
or rather a plural and ongoing set of rela tions. (4)

This unity of land and narrative char ac ter izes many written and
visual works by Indi genous communities. In fiction, artists like Haisla
and Heiltsuk writer Eden Robinson, Ojibwe writer Richard Wagamese
or Alexis Wright of the Waanyi nation, only to name a few, have
tackled the many ways in which stories and land are intric ately
woven into the fabric of each community. These different
epistem o lo gies resonate even more strongly today in a global context



Introduction. — Reclaiming One’s Place: Resurgence and Empowerment

of inter na tional tensions around the exploit a tion of fossil fuels and
the control of natural resources like water.

The very first article of this volume will thus present Eddy L. Harris’s
talk on Missis sippi Solo and the exchanges he had with the audi ence
after wards as a general preamble to the ques tion of place, resur gence
and empower ment: how can and should the Missis sippi River be
redis covered and explored as terristory? How about consid ering the
Missis sippi River as a social exper i ment and labor atory where to
scru tinise the differ ence between nation alist ideo logy and grand
narrat ives on the one hand and human fraternity and exchange on
the other? Eddy L. Harris set himself a simple goal: he wanted to test
how “the country would treat [him]” (Harris’s own words in his
keynote speech) and was reas sured the outcome was often much
more friendly and generous than he would have expected. Eddy L.
Harris starts his inaug ural lecture with a very personal take on the
re‐elec tion of Donald Trump and the way it seemed to once again
resus citate the pro‐slavery past of the Amer ican nation, leaving him
to wonder whether he himself, as a black Amer ican, had “a place in
that place”. And his conclu sion is quite simple and sums it all up:

5

What the birds and the trees and bees have learned and have to
teach us—and what one man alone in his canoe can learn—is that
each of us is small and each of us is big and each of us has a place. In
this world. In this country. Along that river—my place as much as
anyone else’s.

The volume then turns to those “birds” and “trees” and “bees” and the
ques tion of ecopo etics. The first two articles study how
contem porary Indi genous writers and poets cope with the
devast ating results of colo ni alism but in a creative fashion. The
poetry and liter ature that focus today on the envir on ment are part of
a broader set of post co lo nial and ecocrit ical concerns about
sustain ab ility and the compat ib ility between glob al iz a tion and
neolib er alism on the one hand and the protec tion of natural habitats
on the other. For Eliza beth DeLoughrey and George B. Handley,
post co lo ni ality and the envir on ment have become insep ar able insofar
as colo nial super struc tures sought to dominate and exploit the
envir on ment before subjecting its people to imperial norms. For
DeLoughrey and Handley, the texts studied in the light of
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post co lo nial ecocriti cism “suggest that since the envir on ment stands
as a nonhuman witness to the violent process of colo ni alism, an
engage ment with alterity is a constitutive aspect of
post co lo ni ality” (8). In a collective effort to promote rela tional
onto lo gies, more and more ecocritics are turning towards the study
of the envir on ment and the nonhuman world, including plant and
animal life.

Such ecocrit ical concerns are discussed in the first article by Anne
Le Guellec which studies a single poem by Indi genous Australian poet
Ellen van Neerven about the imme morial agency of trees entitled
“A Ship- Shaped Hole in the Forest”: the whole poem revolves around
the same object/subject—trees in a forest—in all their complex
networks of rela tions with their envir on ment, both human and
non‐human. Ellen van Neerven is a poet of Munun jali Yugambeh and
Dutch heritage whose poem decon structs the whole ideo logy
consisting in consid ering trees as a mere commodity in complete
discon nec tion with the forest of which it is a living part. Van Neerven
restores agency to trees so they may be recon sidered from within
Australian Indi genous onto lo gies more gener ally. To that extent such
use of the ship- shaped hole meta phor both decon structs western
colo nial and settler ideo logy and enables Munun jali Yugambeh
onto lo gies to resur face and re‐emerge with even more power and
vitality. The use of Paul Ricœur’s concept of “living meta phor” was far
from self‐evident in a context where decol on ising our minds and
crit ical tools is some times falsely asso ci ated with the system atic
rejec tion of any major western white philo sopher or critic not having
worked on related issues previ ously, but this would mean
under valuing the power of Ricœur’s illu min ating insights into the
hermen eutic powers of poetry and poetic language, which
van Neerven herself so expertly handles.

7

In the second article, Charlène Corol leur actu ally furthers such
reflex ions in analysing the poetry of three main contem porary
Indi genous Australian poets, Ellen van Neerven, Jazz Money, and
Evelyn Araluen, after the 1919–1920 massive bush fires that led to the
death of some one billion native animals and the disap pear ance of an
area “greater than the size of South Korea or Scot land and Wales
combined” (Chester 245). Corol leur replaces such poets in their
polit ical and epistem o lo gical context in offering a very detailed and
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compre hensive synthesis of Indi genous ecopo etics world wide, from
Australian thinkers, scholars and writers to South Amer ican or
Cana dian ones (from Deborah Bird Rose or Alexis Wright to Craig
Santos Perez or James Tully). She shows how in their poetic
strategies and choice of subject- matter, the three poets react ivate a
sacred fire that far from burning down imme morial Indi genous
Australian narrat ives and epistem o lo gies, contribute to their rebirth
and resur gence from the burning coals of devastation.

The second section of this volume discusses issues of cultural
iden tity and polit ical repres ent a tion by focusing first on Hari
Kunzru’s rereading of Rudyard Kipling’s Kim in his novel
The Impressionist and then on an inter view with Eddy L. Harris who
gener ously answered ques tions on his latest essay
Confes sion américaine and the related ques tions of place, resur gence
and empower ment. Both Élodie Raim bault’s study of Kunzru’s
The Impressionist and Harris’s Confes sion américaine work together
to illus trate how stereo types, social constructs, and preju dices of the
past have to be continu ally revis ited and put to the test of space and
time. First and fore most, in the third article of this volume, Élodie
Raim bault defines resur gence as a means to re‐examine the politics
of the colo nial world at the turn of the twen tieth century and evince
the silences of imperial rule in India and, espe cially, the phys ical and
psycho lo gical viol ence it entailed. She demon strates that Kunzru’s
The Impressionist is a form of “memori al iz a tion of past viol ence” that
emerges from the inter tex tual reson ance between the two novels
that tackle the prob lem atics of subjective iden tity and its form a tion in
the colo nial world. Thanks to the remark ably malle able category of
the picar esque novel, protean heroes like Kim and Pran, both
char ac ter ized by limin ality and margin ality, enable their authors to
explore the inter stices of colo nial discourse to better high light its
fragile rigidity in the face of ever‐shifting iden tities that seek to adapt
to their subal tern posi tions. In Kunzru’s hyper text, resur gence also
rhymes with the reversal of the Orient alist gaze which can func tion
as a “powerful post co lo nial strategy”, even though the novel shows
that the iden tity of his hero is shattered beyond repair and “reson ates
with the post co lo nial issue of the fluidity of iden tity”. Such fluidity
also char ac ter izes Harris’s own defin i tion of resi li ence and courage,
the courage and dignity of Harris’s mother when she decided not to
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give up on Amer ican ideals such as freedom, equality and justice for
all, even when a white estate agent refused to have her visit houses in
the Northern part of town reserved for whites: “[…] years of faith,
hopes and expect a tions were dashed by the refusal of a stupid man,
[…] a life time of lies and viol ence which resur faced despite her
unceasing efforts to keep them at bay. She also had believed in
them” (Confession 28, our trans la tion). And yet, and this was his
mother’s credo as well as his own, what is more important is to
decide where you are going: “It might be important to know where
you came from. I prefer to worry about where I’m going” (inter view).
And yet, in many former colonies or formerly colon ising nations
which built their wealth on slavery, the past cannot be easily
forgotten as it leaves deep trau matic scars which the last two articles
closely scru tinise, whether in the US or in the United Kingdom.

The fourth article of this volume revisits the collective and
intergen er a tional trauma caused by slavery in the United States. In
Myrto Char valia’s “Waking up the Ghosts: Trauma Resur gence as a
Possib ility in Jesmyn Wards’s Sing, Unburied, Sing”, resur gence takes
the form of the ghost or the revenant who returns to the tangible
present to better illus trate the over whelming spec trality of slavery.
Ward’s novel includes a ghost figure named Richie whose “specter
encom passes not only his indi vidual strife and tortuous life in prison,
but also the lives of all those black people who were lynched,
tortured, raped, silenced, enslaved”. The novel shows that seeking to
bury the trau matic memory of slavery can only result in the
resur gence of spec tral figures that call for indi vidual and collective
repar a tion and subsequent empower ment. In The Black Atlantic, Paul
Gilroy demon strates that many black people decided to focus on
narrat ives of origin set in a reas suring African past to over come the
highly trau matic exper i ence of slavery. The risk, he writes, is that
“slavery, which is so deeply embedded in modernity, gets forgotten
and the dura tion of a black civil iz a tion anterior to modernity is
invoked in its place” (190). Seeking to discard slavery from the
collective uncon scious no doubt explains why the recur rent epis odes
of vomiting in Ward’s Sing, Unburied, Sing become a powerful somatic
meta phor for the collective need to expel and conjure memories of
abjec tion. However, as the title of the novel suggests, coming to
terms with slavery involves putting literacy aside and returning to art
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